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The David Irving trial in London 
presented one of the most emotive 
subjects to be heard in a London 
courtroom. With the Holocaust as the 
central issue of contention, it became 
more than just a libel trial. It was 
about truth, reason and history. 
Holocaust Denial contains an in-depth look 
at the man who claims that the Holocaust, 
as we understand it, did not happen. This 
new publication from Searchlight analyses 
the life of David Irving, the evidence that was 


_| presented in court, and the consequences of 
the verdict. 









Interviews with survivors tell the true and 
incontrovertible tale of the Holocaust, 
showing it to be one of the most indisputable 
atrocities to have taken place in the 
twentieth century. 
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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


More is needed than a ban 

A series of bomb attacks in Germany has led to both 
anti-fascist protests and strong words condemning the 
far-right from politicians. There is even talk that the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) may 
be banned in the near future. 

Bannings of nazi organisations are nothing new. Since 
it was made illegal to constitute a nazi party in the 
Federal Republic of Germany, shortly after the Second 
World War, a number of organisations have been out- 
lawed, from the 1950s to only last month. However, the 
continuance of nazi activity has proved that bannings 
alone do not solve the problem. The full might of the law 
needs to be brought to bear on those individuals who 
are involved in inciting hatred in that country. After all, 
nazi organizations are not an object in themselves but a 
collective of members. These members involve them- 
selves in a range of criminality, from violence to fraud, as 
part of their political activity. Only when the politicians’ 
words of condemnation ring out in the courtrooms shall 
we be able to believe that nazi violence is being dealt 
with. 


Déja vu 

We have been here many times. The news that the 
British National Party treasurer has been sacked after 
questioning dubious payments and loans to leading 
members of the party should come as no surprise to 
anyone. Having become leader of the BNP by promising 
anew openness and accountability, Nick Griffin has lost 
no time ensuring that he benefits personally. Dipping 
into party funds to pay for a house extension and asking 
the party to pay for spare parts for his own car business, 
Griffin is treading a well beaten path. 

From time immemorial, nazi bosses have improved 
their lifestyles at the expense of their long-suffering 
members. From John Tyndall and his six-figure legacy to 
the 1980s’ National Front leadership that bled Ian Stuart 
Donaldson and the skinhead music scene dry, nazi lead- 
ers have been helping themselves to the honey pot. 
While publicly propagating a higher morality and 
“Aryan” way of life, Griffin et al are sleazy, self-serving 
tricksters. While new rules will force the BNP to open its 
books to independent inspectors from the beginning of 
next year, the time to act is now. The Inland Revenue, 
police and Customs and Excise should thoroughly 
investigate the allegations of financial mismanagement 
that have been levied against the BNP leadership for 
many years 


Inside 


4 Upsur¢ge in nazi violence 
Graeme Atkinson on recent 
developments in Germany 


6 Behind the trail of terror 
Tammy Wild and Graeme Atkinson look 
at responses to nazi violence in Germany 


8 _ Loyalist terror gangs in new feud 
Sam King reports 


10 BNP feud over car cash 
Nick Lowles on the BNP’s in-fighting 


12 Unity against prejudice 
Terry Fitzpatrick reports from Leicester 


14 Bad, sad and mad 
A Searchlight correspondent in the US 
gives latest news on the Hammerskins 


16 The cost of racist laws 
Renee Sams reports on a memorial 
meeting for 58 Chinese immigrants 


18 Expelled 
Kate Taylor & Devin Burghart report on 
Buchanan's dismissal of BNP supporters 


22 The Holocaust and anti-fascism 
Steve Silver on why the main lesson of 
the Holocaust is rarely taught 


24 Remembered with pride 
Dave Renton reviews Dave Auty’s The 
Trophy is Democracy 


26 Racism at the top 
Karl Pfeifer reviews a recent book about 
Europe's racist politicians 


28 News from the sewers 
Gerry Gable exposes Troy Southgate 


30 Austria 
Karl Pfeifer on how Haider hounds his 
enemies 


34 Russia 
Top Russian nazi arrested 


September 2000 No 303 





Publisher 
Gerry Gable 


Editors 
Nick Lowles 
Steve Silver 


European editor 
Graeme Atkinson 


Sub editor 
Sonia Gable 


Photographer 
Mike Cohen 


Design 
Nick Wright 


Published by 

Searchlight Magazine Ltd 
37B New Cavendish Street 
London WIM 8JR 
TELEPHONE 020 7681 8660 
FAX 020 7681 8650 


E MAIL 
editors @searchlightmagazine.com 


WEBSITE 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


ISSN 0262-4591 


© Searchlight 2000 








Searchlight September 2000 3 








German 
anti-fascists 
protest at terror 
bombing in 
Diisseldorf 
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an A a BOMB, believed to have been planted by a nazi 
Stopt en j Ae gang, ripped through a covered metal foot- 
| 


bridge close to the entrance of the urban 
Wehrhahn railway station in Diisseldorf at 3.05pm on 27 
July. The attack injured ten east European immigrant 
students from Russia, the Ukraine and Azerbaijan, six of 
them Jews, who were on their way home from their daily 
German language classes. 

Twelve days later, police in Bamberg defused a crudely 
made pipe bomb containing 150 grams of explosive at a 
house — once the home of the leader of the town’s small 
Jewish community - whose residents include Jews. 
Police have not ruled out a right-wing motive. After 
another bomb attack on a Turkish takeaway shop in 
Eisenach, police arrested Patrick Wischke, 18, a member 
of the nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD). In both cases nobody was hurt. In the following 
days police made large-scale arrests in Sachsen-Anhalt, 
Schleswig and Thiiringen. In Hamburg, police raided the 
violent Hamburger Sturm skinhead organisation, which 
was promptly banned by the authorities. 

Four of the ten Diisseldorf victims were badly 
wounded. A 26-year-old woman, who was five months 
pregnant, lost her unborn child after a metal shard tore 
into her belly and her leg was almost severed in the blast. 
Her husband, a 28-year-old economist, suffered abdom- 
inal shrapnel wounds and is still in a critical condition. 
The couple, from Simferopol in the Ukraine, had only 
lived in Germany for nine months. 

The group of students finished their classes and made 
their way to the station at the same times each day and 
appear to have been deliberately targeted for attack, 
although it remains unclear whether the bomb was det- 
onated by remote control or with a timer. Despite a 
£40,000 reward for information leading to the bombers 
and numerous calls from the public to the Nordrhein- 
Westfalen police, a 50-strong police inquiry team has 
found no firm evidence regarding who was responsible. 

The bomb, constructed from a modified British 
Second World War handgrenade, filled with high explo- 
sive TNT, possibly stolen from the German army, and 
packed with shrapnel, had been wrapped in a plastic bag 
and left in a rubbish bin or on the footpath. Weapons 
and forensic experts later identified the grenade as a 
Mills Bomb No 36M. 

These weapons, when defused, are collectors’ items. 
Grenades also appear to be a favoured item in fascist ter- 
ror attacks. In the past five years, they have been used on 
no fewer than 24 occasions in racist outrages in 
Nordrhein-Westfalen. But only one of these assaults — an 
attack on a mosque in Castrop-Rauxel in 1996 — fits the 
pattern of the Diisseldorf bombing. 

Six days after the bomb attack, police raided two 
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apartments, a shop and garden allotment belonging to a 
known nazi, Ralf Spiess. Spiess, 34, who owns a militaria 
shop called “Survival Security and Outdoor” just a few 
hundred metres away from the scene of the bomb blast, 
was held and questioned by police for 24 hours before 
being released on production of an alibi. He still remains 
a suspect, however. 

Though police said Spiess had a record for violence, 
they told the press that he had “not been tied to the 
right-wing scene”. Anti-fascists in Dtisseldorf dispute 
this, pointing out that his violent activities have given 
him a reputation as a “hard man” and racist thug and 
that his shop is a regular meeting point for the hardcore 
Kameradschaft Diisseldorf. 

Recent months have seen an upsurge in extremist vio- 
lence in Nordrhein-Westfalen. Police registered 398 
offences by nazis in the first six months of this year - an 
increase of 115 compared to the same period in 1999. 

The events of 27 July, which form part of this tapestry 
of intensified nazi street activity, violence and terror 
throughout Germany, have let loose a flurry of anti-fas- 
cist protest. A march in Diisseldorf brought more than 
2,500 anti-fascists onto the city’s streets to protest at nazi 
violence with placards and banners bearing the slogans 
“Fascism is not an opinion but a crime” and “Ban all fas- 
cist organisations now!” 

Elsewhere, leading politicians, including German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schréder and Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer, have joined forces with leaders of 
industry, the media, the trade unions, Paul Spiegel, 
spokesman of Germany’s 80,000-strong Jewish commu- 
nity, and other ethnic minorities organisations, to urge 
“decisive measures to stamp out intolerance and xeno- 
phobia’. 

As a consequence of the rising tide of violence, there is 
talk of banning the NPD, though this is unlikely, for legal 
reasons, before October. Instead, under pressure, the 
NPD has scrapped plans to march in Berlin on 27 
January, the anniversary of the liberation of the 
Auschwitz death camp. 

Talk of bans has, in any case done little, even since the 
Diisseldorf bombing, to halt the racist violence that is 
now so much a part of daily life in Germany. This vio- 
lence goes largely unnoticed and is accepted with a large 
degree of silent complicity by a population which finds it 
difficult to accept the idea of a multicultural, multieth- 
nic society. 

A recent large-scale survey of 1,600 school students 
in the eastern city of Rostock revealed the mindset that 
is now widespread among young people: 40% attrib- 
uted unemployment to foreigners; 26% thought 
Germany need a “Fiihrer” and 18% thought violence 
was a solution. 
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Flowers mark 
the spot where a 
terror bomb 
injured ten 
immigrants 


“Instead of staging 
football matches to 
raise money to fight 

racism, we should be 
playing football 
together with 

these right-wingers...” 
General 

Jorg Schénbohm, 
deputy Prime Minister 
of Brandenburg and 
former Berlin 


Interior Minister, 


August 2000. 
































































































































































































































































































































dent, says it all when, describing the recent hue 

and cry about nazism in Germany, he writes: 
“Germany is acting out a pantomime. The govern- 
ment is producing mainly hot air. Politicians are fill- 
ing the summer void with rhetoric. Neo-nazi violence 
is at much the same level as it has been since 1993. 
Every day something happens - a refugee hostel’s 
windows are shattered, swastikas are painted on 
Jewish graves or on a mosque walls - and it barely 
enters public consciousness.” 

Nazi violence has continued unabated in Germany 
since 1990 with 120 murders. The nazi movement, 
divided into a myriad of different organisations, has 
boomed, constantly refreshed by an influx of young, 
predominantly male activists who, even if they do not 
stay long, retain their poisonous ideology. 

Despite constant warnings by anti-fascists of the 
danger, and systematic intelligence gathering by the 
internal security services, politicians have chosen to 
ignore or play down the threat and police have 
desisted from making unpopular arrests in eastern 
Germany at least. Also, the courts have dragged their 
feet over convicting nazis, abysmally failing to hand 
out sentences appropriate to their murderous 
crimes. 

The nazi scene is not small. In its 1999 survey, the 
internal security service, the Bundesamt fiir 
Verfassungsschutz (BfV) reports that the fascist 
activists number 51,400. The biggest single segment is 
Gerhard Frey’s Deutsche Volksunion (DVU) with 
17,000 members, closely followed by _ the 
Republikaner (REP) with 14,000 members and, bring- 
ing up the rear, the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) with 6,000 members. 

The DVU’s and REP’s electoral infrastructures might 
have enabled them to win seats in several regional 
parliaments but it is the NPD statistic that is most 
telling, because it is the NPD that is most intent on 
asserting leadership of the right-wing movement. The 
NPD’s size conceals the whole story, as is evident 
when one notes that the number of skinheads has 
risen to 9,000 from 8,200 in 1998. The majority of skin- 
heads, who are organised in independent 
Kameradschaften, liaise closely with the NPD at a 
grass roots level. 

In eastern Germany, it is the skinheads and their 
hangers-on who dominate youth culture in countless 
communities and who often enjoy the tacit support of 
their elders. In these same communities, where there 
is frequently no police presence, it is the word of these 
louts that rules. Anyone brave enough to speak out 
against them is invariably targeted for violence. 


Ri: BOYES, the Times’s Berlin correspon- 


Against the skinheads minorities have little chance. 
Although Jews are seldom physically attacked, their 
synagogues are frequently daubed and their cemeter- 
ies routinely desecrated. For migrants or asylum seek- 
ers of non-European appearance, it is worse. They are 
targeted for beatings and murder. 

The skinhead subculture functions as the battering 
ram of the whole far right, the new Brownshirts. While 
maintaining a large degree of organisational inde- 
pendence and preferring to gather under the flag of 
Blood and Honour, the skinheads soak up propa- 
ganda provided to them by the NPD and, to a lesser 
extent, the DVU. 

German nazi skinheads are not merely a bunch of 
loud-mouthed, violent yobs. They organise with a 
high degree of sophistication, produce glossy, well- 
designed fanzines and show remarkable ingenuity in 
organising the bands and the concerts that are a sta- 
ple of their subculture. 

At present, there are as many as a hundred skinhead 
rock bands, whose music is distributed through more 
than 50 mail order outlets and who produce and sell 
tens of thousands of CDs a year. In 1999 they organ- 
ised concerts at the rate of one a fortnight, many of 
them attended by between 600 and 2,000 participants. 
There are currently around 50 large circulation 
fanzines in production. 

Having discovered the Internet with a vengeance, 
nazi skinheads now run 330 websites compared with 
200 in 1998. Most of these sites, which systematically 
promote terror, are operated anonymously through 
American and Canadian providers and supply infor- 
mation on weapons, bomb making and terrorist tech- 
niques as well as being a source of “hit-lists” detailing 
the names and addresses of Jews, trade unionists, left- 
wingers, anti-fascists and even politicians, judges and 
policemen. This activity is aided and abetted by the 
NPD, whose own mail order operations and promo- 
tion of hate music and concerts has poured millions 
of Deutschmarks into its coffers, reinforcing its piv- 
otal status in the scene. 

The NPD, having shifted its headquarters and print- 
ing operation to eastern Germany, actively foments 
violence. Its influence is evident in the statistics com- 
piled by the BfV. For every 100,000 inhabitants in east- 
ern Germany, there are 2.19 acts of fascist violence, 
compared with 0.68 in western Germany. 

These figures should not blind anyone to the dan- 
gers that exist in western Germany. Nationally, vio- 
lence has increased by 5.4%. In Nordrhein Westfalen, 
scene of the Diisseldorf bombing, the state Interior 
Minister warned on 17 April this year that right-wing 
extremist parties had polled far higher than average 
votes among 16 to 25-year-old males in council elec- 
tions, reaching tallies as high as 15%. This is coupled 
with a 12% increase in fascist violence in the region. 

In today’s Germany, nobody anywhere - Jews, 
migrants, the homeless, the handicapped, left- 
wingers or anti-fascists - can be guaranteed safety 
from the violent and murderous attentions of the 
extreme right. High profile acts of terrorism and the 
fascist murder of four people since June only mask the 
daily reality of intimidation and brutality. 

The nazis have declared war on a society whose 
leaders believe they can be defeated with grandiose 
statements and bouts of shadow boxing at the same 
time as trying to suggest that anti-fascists, who have 
carried the burden of exposing the nazis’ violent 
intentions and activities for the past decade, are 
equally to blame. 

Scepticism about the latest political gymnastics of 
the mainstream is understandable. Anti-fascists know 
that the right-wing problem in Germany emanates 
from the centre of society and can justifiably ask lib- 
eral opinion: “Where have you been for the past ten 
years?” 
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UDDENLY, extreme right-wing savagery is 

flavour of the month for the German media 

and political class. While their concern is wel- 

come, it is little consolation to the 120 people 

murdered and the countless others seriously 
injured in the orgy of nazi violence since 1990. 

Many of those killed have been categorised as victims 
of “daily street violence’, the political motives for their 
deaths buried. All, however, died because they fitted the 
image of classic enemies of the far right, being deemed 
“unworthy of life” in the case of homeless and disabled 
people and refugees or “political enemies” in the case of 
anti-fascists and non-right wing youth. 

Terror directed against fascist hate figures is part of a 
deliberate strategy, with attacks carried out even on so- 
called “soft targets” in the wider population. This terror 
belongs to the repertoire of almost all parts of the right- 
wing movement, both in Germany and internationally: 
witness the bombings of the early 1980s in Italy, the early 
1990s in Austria and, most recently, in London last year. 









































































































































































































































































































































The bombers 


Germany's leading nazi terrorists of the 1970s and 1980s 
are still active today. Their knowledge, experience and 
extensive international links have been put at the dis- 
posal of a series of extremist organisations and have 
been used to deadly effect. 

One is 50-year-old Ekkehard Weil, alias Karl Schubert, 
alias Hans Weber. A member of the West Berlin terror 
gang, the National German Liberation Movement, at 
the beginning of the 1970s Weil sat on an enormous 
arsenal of weapons and cultivated cordial links with the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD). 
During this period he planned attacks on politicians, at 
that time mainly Social Democrats. 

In 1970, Weil had a go at murdering a Soviet soldier 
guarding a war memorial in West Berlin, aiming a rifle 
with telescopic sights at the 20-year-old from a distance 
of 100 metres. Shot through the lungs, his victim was 
lucky to survive. 

After serving a derisory jail sentence, Weil disap- 
peared to Austria to continue his activities, helping ille- 
gal nazi groups gather information on opponents. In 
1980, the illegal nazi paper Osterreichische Beobachter 
published his handiwork: a list of 120 names and 
addresses of Austrian Jews, Jewish property and anti- 
fascists. 

Within a matter of months, nine explosions occurred 
at the homes or property of those listed. But what made 
the biggest headlines was his attempt to bomb the 
Vienna home of the veteran Nazi-hunter Simon 
Wiesenthal. When picked up for this offence, Weil had 
false identity papers and a pistol. 

By 1983, Weil threw in his lot with the far-right 
Austrian Aktion Neue Rechte (ANR), whose activists 
included the Austrian nazi boss Gottfried Ktissel, who 
was later jailed. Weil ended up in court but, as is often 
the case, the police and state prosecution investigation 
was poorly conducted and he escaped with a mere five 
years in prison. 

On the loose again, and returning to Berlin at the 
beginning of the 1990s, Weil was delighted to find an 
expanding and youthful nazi scene centred on East 
Berlin’s Weitlingstrasse, where nazis squatted in an 
empty house and rapidly turned it into a training centre 
for the leadership of the movement. 

Using the name Hans Weber, Weil found a role for 
himself, organising military training for members of the 
now-banned Nationale Alternative which was head- 
quartered in the Weitlingstrasse squat. His apprentices 
included the Austrian Peter Binder, later accused of 
sending letter bombs, and the leading anti-Antifa 
activist, Oliver Schweigert. 

When the Weitlingstrasse project evaporated, Weil 
assumed the name Karl Schubert and left for Bochum to 
live with his girlfriend, quickly becoming involved with 
the Freundeskreis Freiheit fiir Deutschland (FFD), 
which, by 1993, was considered so dangerous that the 
authorities in Nordrhein Westfalen outlawed it. A year 
later, Weil and five other FFD members were convicted 
of incitement to racial hatred and he collected another 
18-month sentence, this time suspended. 

Two years ago, Weil was back in the headlines when 
bomb-making materials were found during a police 
search of his Berlin flat. Since then, his name has 
cropped up frequently in connection with the still unex- 
plained bomb attacks on the grave of the Jewish com- 
munity leader Heinz Galinski in Berlin in December 
1998 and on the Crimes of the Wehrmacht exhibition in 
Saarbriicken a few months later. 

If Weil is “Bomb expert No 1” in the nazi firmament, 
then “No 2” must be Peter Naumann, a qualified chemist 
from Wiesbaden and a man with a career almost as long 
as Weil’s. Naumann first appeared on the political map 
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in 1970 as a member of the Junge Nationaldemokraten, 
the NPD’s youth organisation, and gained a reputation 
as quartermaster for the scene. 

Naumanns’ activities were not limited to Germany, 
and by 1978 he was in Italy, blowing up the anti-fascist 
memorial at the site of the 1944 SS massacre at the Fosse 
Ardeatina near Rome. Returning home, he then busied 
himself with blowing up television masts to prevent 
broadcasts of the film Holocaust. 

Three years later, after a series of explosions, some of 
them at US army installations, the police uncovered a 
massive clandestine arms dump on the Liineburg Heath 
containing 150 kilograms of explosive, 50 rocket launch- 
ers, 13,000 rounds of ammunition and a very clear fin- 
gerprint belonging to Naumann. He was not prosecuted. 

When his plan to spring Hitler's deputy Rudolf Hess 
from Berlin’s Spandau prison in 1982 failed, Naumann 
launched the Vélkische Bund as a front for the far-right 
underground, at the same time involving himself with 
the NPD and becoming its deputy chairman in 
Wiesbaden in 1985. 

In 1988 Naumann was arrested and subsequently 
jailed for four years for a series of terrorist offences com- 
mitted in Germany, France and Italy. No sooner had he 
left prison, he was building bombs again. A police raid in 
1995 found two pipe bombs in his flat. 

A year later occurred a curious event: Naumann 
appeared to give up armed struggle and led the police, in 
front of whirring TV cameras, to 13 hidden arsenals. At 
the same time, he distributed a declaration renouncing 
violence but pledging to continue political struggle and 
accusing the secret services of trying to provoke the right 
wing into an armed conflict “that we would lose’. 

His nazi friends interpreted Naumann’s declaration as 
a tactical signal to build legal organisations and create a 
broader political environment that would provide more 
room for manoeuvre after a series of parties and groups 
had been banned. 

For someone who had seemingly rendered such ful- 
some help to the police, it was strange that Naumann 
was able to rededicate himself to NPD activity and be 
greeted as a celebrity at NPD demonstrations, for exam- 
ple in Saarbriicken, where he appeared with the former 
Red Army Faction terrorist Horst Mahler at the invitation 
of the Kameradschaft Karlsruhe. Naumann, who has 
maintained his contacts with right-wing terrorists in 
Italy, now enjoys cult status, especially in the hardcore, 
violent wing of the movement. 


The next generation 


Weil and Naumann are not the only exponents of ter- 
rorist strategy in Germany. Since the early 1990s, the 
idea of setting up armed cells has gained currency on 
the far right. For example, the Nationalistische Front 
was banned because of its plans to set up a paramilitary 
unit called the Nationales Einsatzkommando. 

The ideas of “leaderless resistance” and autonomous 
cells, promoted by German supporters of Combat 18 
and Blood and Honour, have also caught on. Pamphlets, 
downloaded from the Internet and explaining in gory 
detail how to build bombs and construct secret net- 
works, circulate more than ever before on the extreme 
right today . 

Blood and Honour, in particular, exemplifies this. 
Wherever German nazis set about building the so- 
called “brown underground”, activists from the German 
chapter of Blood and Honour are never far away. 

As recently as June, when the authorities in Berlin 
uncovered the so-called “National Revolutionary Cells” 
that were planning attacks on left-wingers, two of those 
involved, including Carsten Sczepanski, a secret serv- 
ices informer and convicted attempted murderer, were 
deeply involved in organising Blood and Honour con- 
certs and cementing links with Combat 18 and the 
National Socialist Front in Sweden. 


It is interesting to note that most of the leading lights 
in the terrorist wing of the movement commenced their 
political careers at the end of the 1980s and beginning 
of the 1990s and belonged to the Gesinnungsgemein- 
schaft der Neuen Front, set up by the late Michael 
Kitihnen. 

These cadres work together both within and outside 
Germany’s frontiers. In November last year, German, 
Swedish, English and Norwegian nazis belonging to the 
Blood and Honour/Combat 18 spectrum met near Oslo 
in Norway to discuss how best to “take out” political 
opponents. A month after this gathering, the police in 
the state of Niedersachsen felt compelled to warn trade 
unionists and left-wingers to expect mail bombs con- 
cealed in video cassettes. 

In preparation for terror, the nazis have substantially 
intensified their intelligence operations, compiling lists 
of names, addresses and photographs of potential tar- 
gets. The list put together last autumn by the shadowy 
Wehrwolf organisation was only the tip of the iceberg. 

The general label under which this new terrorist ele- 
ment operates is “White Aryan Resistance”, to which the 
killer Kai Diesner belonged. The term is borrowed from 
Tom Metzger’s US outfit of the same name. Wehrwolf’s 
strategy is derived from that elaborated by Hitler’s prop- 
aganda minister Joseph Goebbels, when it was clear the 
Reich was facing defeat, of creating chaos in a Germany 
occupied by “the enemy” and is another flag of conven- 
ience for the terrorists who fan out in cells across 
Germany. 


No nazis in Diisseldorf? 


Contrary to some media claims that nazis are rare in 
wealthy Diisseldorf, the region is a stronghold of the 
nazi hate music scene. It hosts the head office of 
Moderne Zeiten, a mail-order business and magazine 
run by Torsten Lemmer, the nazi music label Funny 
Sounds and the Hagerland mail-order outlet. 

Calls from “Max Hammer’, to “battle for the Aryan 
Nation’ and become underground “political soldiers in 
the tradition of the Waffen SS” are accessed by 
Lemmer’s overwhelmingly skinhead customers at the 
click of a computer mouse from Blood and Honour’s 
website. 

Racist violence is a natural consequence of the 
encouragement provided by CDs and cyberspace. As 
recently as 3 July, members and supporters of the nazi 
band Reichswehr at the Diisseldorf-Derendorf railway 
station savagely beat two immigrants. 

The city is also home to the Kameradschaft 
Diisseldorf, whose activities are monitored by local 
anti-fascists. This group, which numbers about 15 hard- 
core thugs and is led by Sven Skoda, has run the nazi 
telephone information service “National Infotelefon 
Rheinland” for the past six years and has been present, 
with its own badges and banners, at every national 
event in the last year. 

Two of the Kameradschaft’s key activists were regulars 
at the HakPao martial arts school in nearby Solingen 
which was managed by secret service informer, Bernd 
Schmitt. It was Schmitt who trained three of the four 
nazis convicted for the wilful terrorist murder of five 
Turkish women in Solingen in the spring of 1993 and 
who organised security at several events staged by nazi 
rock entrepreneur Lemmer. 

This environment spawns violence and lauds it. The 
March 2000 edition of Diisseldorfer Beobachter, pub- 
lished by the Kameradschaft Diisseldorf, contained an 
interview with a self-styled “Wehrwolf” who openly 
boasted of torching a home for ethnic Germans from 
Russia in 1997 in which the residents only narrowly 
escaped immolation. 

A favourite nazi meeting place — and a possible lair for 
the “Wehrwolves” — in the city is the militaria shop 
“Survival Security and Outdoors’, owned by Ralf Spiess. 
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Former Ulster 
Freedom 
Fighters leader 
Johnny Adair 
waits to greet 
Steve Irwin at 
the entrance to 
the Maze Prison 
on 30 July. 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































has announced a desire to move to London. 

Ostensively to start a new life, convicted loyalist 
Steve Irwin will link up with Combat 18 nazis and almost 
certainly become embroiled in its increasingly violent 
dispute with nazis and loyalists in the capital. 

Steve Irwin, 26, was released from the Maze prison at 
the end of July after serving only six years of a life sen- 
tence for his part in the Greysteel pub massacre on 
Halloween night in 1993. Shouting “trick or treat” Irwin, 
accompanied by Jeffrey Deeney, entered the predomi- 
nantly Catholic pub spraying bullets indiscriminately. It 
was to be one of the most heinous crimes of the entire 30- 
year conflict. 

In a sign of appreciation for his handiwork, Johnny 
Adair, his Ulster Freedom Force commander who sanc- 
tioned the Greysteel killing, met Irwin on his release. In 
the following weeks, Irwin has remained close to Adair, 
who survived a bomb blast last month. 

Irwin's decision to move to London was made in co- 
operation with his close friend Mark Atkinson, a leading 
member of Combat 18 who is himself no stranger to jail. 
In 1997 Atkinson was sentenced to 21 months for pro- 
ducing and distributing The Stormer magazine. 

Atkinson and Irwin have been friends for some time 
though it was only earlier this year, when Atkinson trav- 
elled to Northern Ireland to visit the UFF inmate, that the 
two actually met. This relationship was solidified when 
Atkinson returned to Northern Ireland only weeks before 
Irwin's release. 

Irwin's links to English nazis go well beyond Atkinson. 
A regular correspondent with nazi supporters of the 
Ulster Defence Association, the political wing of the UFE 
in the West Midlands since soon after his arrest in 1993, 
Irwin has even sent photographs of himself posing in a 
Glasgow Rangers football shirt standing in front of C18 
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and other nazi regalia. He is also in close contact with 
Steve Vogel, a former England kickboxer with a growing 
reputation within C18. 

By moving to London Irwin is hoping to start a new life 
away from the terrorist intrigue that has occupied much 
of his adulthood. Although his relationship with Adair 
seems as strong as ever, he has had a more turbulent time 
in the Maze with other UFF inmates, including those 
opposed to Adair and any rapprochement with the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force, a smaller loyalist terrorist group 
set up by Billy Wright in 1996. When Wright was mur- 
dered by the Irish National Liberation Army (INLA) in 
1997 it was Adair who ordered murderous revenge and 
more recently he paraded at Drumcree with 50 of his UFF 
supporters while masked LVF men fired into the air. But 
not all UDA members have been impressed with this 
strategy and Irwin was on the receiving end of some of 
this hostility in recent years. This might have contributed 
to his decision to come to London. 

While Irwin might be hoping to turn his back on one 
dispute, it looks likely that he will walk straight into 
another. A long-simmering row between C18 and the 
London brigade of the UDA looks likely to turn into a full- 
scale war. Already Atkinson has been told that both he 
and C18 leader Will Browning “will be shot”. 

Behind this threat is Frank Portinari, the London 
Commander of the UDA. For a combination of political 
and personal motives, the Camden-based Portinari has 
decided that the balance of forces has shifted signifi- 
cantly away from C18 to the extent that he now feels con- 
fident in issuing these threats. 

Despite his Italian-Catholic background, Portinari 
joined the UDA in the 1980s, becoming its London 
organiser in 1988. With the solid support of the former 
National Front activist, Eddie Whicker, he built the UDA 
group into a far more effective unit than it had previously 
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London UDA 
leader Frank 
Portinari seeks 
inspiration 
during a recent 
Apprentice Boys 
of Derry march 
in London. 

He has 
threatened to 
have C18 leaders 
shot. 





been. In the process he drew recruits almost exclusively 
from the nazi and football hooligan scene, two groups to 
which he had personally been attached over the years. 

Portinari has not always hated C18. Indeed, many of its 
early activists originated from UDA circles and many of its 
early activities were in support of UDA aims. In January 
1993 C18 and the UDA mobilised over 600 thugs onto the 
streets of London in an attempt to disrupt the annual 
Bloody Sunday march, the largest right-wing street force 
since the British Movement heydays of the late 1970s. 
There was even a close relationship between Portinari 
and Browning, with the C18 man supplying a number of 
handguns to the UDA leader in 1993. 

The relationship declined after Whicker's involvement 
with C18 was exposed by World in Action in April 1993, 
causing embarrassment to the UDA leadership, and then, 
a month later, Portinari himself was arrested in posses- 
sion of several handguns in Birmingham. With the loyal- 
ists eventually joining the IRA in a ceasefire, the links with 
English nazis were no longer needed. 

When Portinari was released from prison, C18 had 
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switched its attention to the highly lucrative music busi- 
ness. With the exception of a couple of people active in 
both organisations, the two groups had little direct con- 
tact. That was until 1998 and the trial and subsequent 
conviction of Charlie Sargent, the founding leader of C18, 
for the murder of Chris Castle, the victim of an internal 
feud. 

Despite being exposed as a police informer, Portinari 
sided with Sargent, as did his close friend and UDA col- 
league Rob Hilton, who became a founding member of 
the National Socialist Movement, the group launched by 
Charlie's brother, Steve. 

The gulf between C18 and the London UDA widened 
when the nazi group switched its allegiance to the LVE 
Through a leading member of the organisation based in 
Portadown, LVF activists attended C18 gigs in England 
and the gesture was reciprocated last summer when over 
20 C18 supporters travelled to Portadown for a joint 





LVF/C18 concert. It was during this visit that Browning 
had a private meeting with the then leader of the LVE 

Despite rising hostility, there was little Portinari could 
do. Even when Hilton was beaten up by Atkinson at 
Euston station following the 1999 Bloody Sunday march, 
Portinari did not believe he had the muscle or support to 
take action against C18. This was acknowledged only 
weeks later when Portinari visited Browning’s home and 
pleaded that C18 stay away from the forthcoming 
Apprentice Boys of Derry march in the capital. Despite 
being told that the C18 hostility was solely directed at 
Hilton and not the UDA, Portinari felt humiliated and pri- 
vately promised revenge. 

By the beginning of this year the balance of forces was 
changing rapidly. C18 had been reduced to no more than 
a handful of activists in London and the North West, while 
the London UDA had formed an umbrella group under 
which it attracted greater numbers. The British Ulster 
Alliance (BUA) was formed last autumn under the leader- 
ship of Portinari. One meeting, held in central London in 
last October, attracted over 50 supporters. Adding to C18’s 
woes was the arrest of its key linkman to the LVF on sus- 
picion of involvement in the murder of civil rights lawyer 
Rosemary Martin. At the same time, the LVF leader whom 
Browning met on his trip to Portadown was arrested in the 
USA for attempting to buy guns for the loyalists. With no 
real contact with the loyalist terrorists and the new loyal- 
ist leadership far less sympathetic to the nazi cause, C18 
was stripped of moral and political support. 

It was under the BUA banner that Portinari mobilised 
resistance to this year’s Bloody Sunday march in central 
London, attracting many of C18’s original activists, 
including Alan Thompson, Mark Carter, Nicky Cooper 
and Warren Glass. There were strong rumours that C18 
was going to be confronted. 

While this did not materialise, Portinari did purge his 
own organisation. Whicker, so long Portinari’s closest ally, 
was no longer welcome at UDA or BUA events, with sus- 
picion even circulating about his own possible security 
service links. But his real crime had been to side with 
Browning in the C18 feud. 

Unaware of the strengthening position of the BUA, 
Atkinson continued to deprecate both Portinari and 
Hilton, including to Irwin during a visit to Northern 
Ireland at the beginning of the year. The London UDA 
leader, who himself opposes the ceasefire, soon heard 
about this and made a point of seeing Irwin himself to set 
the record straight. It was during one trip to Belfast in 
April that Portinari began bragging that the UDA was 
going to organise a hit on Browning. This followed earlier 
boasts by Hilton. 

While the threat has yet to be carried out, the political 
temperature has risen dramatically in recent weeks. A 
long-standing personal feud between Atkinson and 
Simon Dutton, lead singer of the nazi band Legion of St. 
George, turned violent after a drunken Atkinson arrived at 
his rival's flat only to be thrown down a flight of stairs. A 
few days later it was the turn of BUA supporter Glass to 
put Atkinson on his backside, turning up at his workplace 
and leaving him with a bloodied face. Ever the stirrer, 
Dutton has since claimed that Glass’s next victim will be 
Browning himself. 

Things only got worse for poor Atkinson when, a few 
days after this, he was approached in a local pub by two 
former C18 activists and told in no uncertain terms that 
both he and Browning “will be shot” by the UDA. 

It seems inconceivable that this would have come from 
Belfast, rather it carries Portinari’s mark. But if Portinari 
thinks he now has the upper hand in any future battle 
with C18 he should watch out for Irwin. The UFF mur- 
derer has, since his release, reconfirmed his support for 
Atkinson, saying that any attack by the London UDA 
would be more than met in kind. 

Bolstered by this support, C18 is threatening to fight fire 
with fire. If Irwin does decide to move to London he might 
not get the quiet life he desires. 
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BNP 


by Nick Lowles 


ok 


By most measures the British National 
Party should be pleased with Griffin’s 
first year as leader. Forty-seven 
thousand votes in the London Assembly 
election, over twenty per cent in local 
elections in the West Midlands and 
South London and membership 
flourishing. Then why, as he approaches 
his first anniversary, is the very future of 
the BNP in such turmoil? Nick Lowles 
reports on allegations of financial 
mismanagement which has led to the 
sacking of treasurer Mike Newland. 


. 
ICK GRIFFIN intended the recent BNP’s Red 
White and Blue festival to be a celebration of his 
first year as leader of the party. In fact, it turned 
into an embarrassing public display of the crisis grip- 
ping the country’s largest fascist party. 

With several leading party officers not present, the 
gathering was held against the background of growing 
animosity towards Griffin and increasingly strong-arm 
tactics by the leader. Just one week earlier Griffin had 
sacked party treasurer Mike Newland and informed 
deputy chairman Sharron Edwards that she was going 
to be relieved of her post at the end of the year. 

The highly damaging row has erupted over the sus- 
pected misuse of party funds by Nick Griffin and his 
able assistant Tony Lecomber. Having secured the 
leadership by alleging financial impropriety by John 
Tyndall, it seems that history is repeating itself. It also 
vindicates a series of articles in Searchlight highlight- 
ing financial irregularities and mismanagement by 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































gripped by cash scandal 


those at the very top of the BNP. 

The row first broke out in June as Newland received 
details of Griffin’s recent expenditure. Unbeknown to 
him Griffin had been freely helping himself to the 
Trafalgar Club fund, the party’s slush fund that had 
replaced the Tyndall-controlled Welling Club. While 
Griffin was later to explain this was in lieu of party 
expenses, Newland had not been consulted. As much 
as £8,000 was taken from this fund, including a large 
loan to extend Griffin’s house. Although Griffin later 
said that the extension provided the party with a con- 
ference and dining room, Newland was not impressed. 

What irritated Newland more was that there were 


~ very few receipts to cover the expenditure. Believing 


that Griffin had made inappropriate payments to him- 
self “a sum far in excess of that which could be con- 
ceivably claimed as legitimate party expenditure”, he 
decided to withhold the leader’s monthly pay of 
£1,000. 

Worse was to come for the increasingly annoyed 
party treasurer. The June/July issue of the BNP news- 
paper, The Voice of Freedom, carried a sizeable advert 
for “Affordable Cars”, a second-hand car business “run 
by a co-operative of British National Party members 
and supporters”. The telephone number on the advert 
was that of Nick Griffin. 

Despite the bold announcement that “the BNP gets 
a share of the profit of every single sale”, Newland saw 
the project for what it was, a money-spinning front for 
Griffin. “Concerning Affordable Cars,” Newland wrote 
in a letter to party organisers and officials. “Mr Griffin 
declined to give me any invoices for their original pur- 
chase or sale - solely bills for car parts etc. I could 
hardly account for the car business as a party affair 
without invoices for the cars themselves. In my view, 
and particularly from the wording of the advertise- 
ment for Affordable Cars in Voice of Freedom, this is a 
separate business run by Mr Griffin, and I have told 
him by letter that he should account for it accordingly 
to the Inland Revenue.” 
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Sharron Edwards 
(left) and 
Michael Newland 


Would you buy a 
used car from 
this bunch? 
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It seems that two of the three vans bought by Griffin 
for the BNP’s recent election campaigns were later 
sold on through Affordable Cars. No invoices or 
receipts of sales were ever delivered to Newland. 

The party treasurer was not the only person con- 
cerned about the formation of Affordable Cars. Deputy 
leader Sharron Edwards also voiced her disquiet. She 
too knew nothing of it before she saw The Voice of 
Freedom advert. 

Despite repeated requests for receipts and invoices, 
Griffin not only continued to hold out on Newland, 
but went on the offensive. In an emergency organisers’ 
bulletin he insinuated that Newland was orchestrating 
a challenge to his leadership, while in private he called 
him an “old woman’. Separately, he even questioned 
the mental capacity of both Newland and Edwards. 

Newland was then informed that he was no longer 
party treasurer. However Griffin quickly implied to the 
membership that the decision was Newland’s alone, 
stating in the August members’ bulletin that Newland 
“has found the burden of constant responsibility very 
trying”. 

Sharron Edwards was not impressed with this latest 
move. She had backed Newland over the party 
accounts and questioned the validity of BNP funds 
being spent on Affordable Cars. The lack of proper and 
open accounting had, after all, been one of the main 
charges levelled against Tyndall during the leadership 
battle last year. 

Edwards decided to withdraw from frontline party 
activity. Until then she had been organising the party’s 
Red, White and Blue festival and was its candidate for 
the forthcoming West Bromwich West by-election. 
While she agreed to stand in the election she seems to 
be running little more than a paper campaign. She also 
resigned from organising the festival, leaving Griffin to 
arrange the event from scratch in less than six weeks. 

But Griffin obviously decided that his opponents 
had to be removed from positions of influence and 
duly informed the party that come the end of the year 
Sharron Edwards would be relieved from her position 
as deputy chairman. 

By now the simmering dispute over party funds was 
quickly turning into a full-scale party feud. In a letter 
circulated to party officials and organisers, dated 30 
July, Edwards went on the offensive against Griffin. 
Attacking his failure to deliver full receipts for general 
expenses and money extracted from the Trafalgar Club 
funds, Edwards enclosed a petition in support of 
Newland. It was, she added, also to show their “dis- 
quiet at the lack of complete accounting, caused by 
insufficient co-operation by our National Chairman — 
Nick Griffin”. 

Asking for the petitions to be returned before the 
leadership meeting scheduled for the August bank 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


sold in Britain has an insurance history, 


BLE CARS - RIGHT FOR YOU AMD THE BNP! 





VAUXHALL CAVALIER 2.01. 
Metallic blue. Superb condition. 
Very reliable. This vehicle had one 
owner from new before us. It's 
done 4,000 miles on BNP business 
in the fast two months and runs 
beautifully - and fast! G-reg. 10 
months MOT, 4 months tax £1,150. 
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holiday weekend, she added: “The Advisory Council 
also need to be made aware of the current discontent 
felt by our officials and key activists at the current lack 
of documentation — incomplete accounting”. 

The petition itself, drawn up before Griffin sacked 
Newland, not only criticised the party leader for past 
offences but called for greater accountability and 
openness in the future. “We are disquieted that our 
Party funds are being rapidly drained without suffi- 
cient documentary accounting of incomes and expen- 
diture taking place. All this must be properly presented 
to the National Treasurer and in turn to the Deputy 
Chairman — Sharron Edwards, as you promised us 
before, and since, your election as BNP Chairman. 

“All cheques used for the payment of BNP central 
expenses must carry two approved signatures to be 
valid. These being always the signature of our National 
Treasurer, plus National Chairman or one other 
National Officer to the BNP bank, nominated by the 
National Chairman.” 

Since the row has gone public, others have also 
voiced their concern at Griffin’s activities, including 
some of his strongest supporters in last year’s leader- 
ship contest. On 5t August the party’s Hereford and 
Worcester organiser, Walter Carr, wrote to Griffin out- 
lining his unhappiness. “Having held a BNP 
Leadership Election, mainly because J.T. had not had 
appointed a BNP Treasurer, as required by the BNP 
Constitution to give confidence and transparency to 
BNP financial matters, you appear to be virtually 
repeating his mistakes,” he wrote. 

Carr went on to describe Griffin as “acting reck- 
lessly” and being “out of order’ by cashing BNP 
Central Funds and BNP Trafalgar Club Fund cheques. 
He also described Newland’s sacking as “unaccept- 
able”. 

Despite the forthcoming BNP Advisory Council 
agreeing to look into the dispute, it seems unlikely that 
it will end there. Since Newland first questioned 
Griffin’s expenses, other issues have emerged. Quite 
unbeknown to the party treasurer, Lecomber received 
a £1,500 loan from party funds, which according to 
Newland, “required to be repaid from Trafalgar Club 
funds”. 

Then there is the question of Griffin’s house exten- 
sion, which was paid for out of party funds without the 
knowledge of Newland. Although Griffin claims it is for 
party business in that it will provide a venue for meet- 
ings and dinners, there is deep disquiet among many 
leading activists. Some less charitable members 
remember the loans Griffin took from _ the 
International Third Position while he was a leading 
member but failed to repay. 

Griffin seems in combative mood. At the recent Red, 
White and Blue festival he continued in the same vein, 
telling the gathered few - and few it was, with under 
200 people there in total, a sizeable number of whom 
were children — that he had no intention of running 
the BNP by committee. Whether he was making a crit- 
ical assessment of past failures by the National Front, 
or issuing a warning to those within the party ranks 
who believe that they can outvote him at the Advisory 
Council, remains to be seen. 

But by dismissing Newland and belittling Edwards 
to party members Griffin is playing a dangerous game. 
While he has a degree of support from the northern 
branches, London and the East Midlands, he risks 
alienating the highly influential West Midlands region, 
which provides the party’s best prospects in the near 
future, and the South West. 

After making so much hay out of Tyndall’s alleged 
financial irregularities, an accusation repeated only a 
few months ago by Lecomber, Griffin seems to be 
treading down the same road. The Advisory Council 
meeting will determine whether this schism will erupt 
into a party split. 
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Leicester march triumphs over National Fror 



































































































































































































































































































PROTEST AGAINST GAYS & | 
SEXUAL DEVIANTS! | 
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ON SATURDAY 29TH JULY, MEMBERS OF 

THE NATIONAL FRONT WILL HOLD A i. | 

COUNTER DEMONSTRATION AT ABBEY \ 

PARK AGAINST THE UNHEALTHY AND \, \ 

UNNATURAL, MARDI GRAS EVENT : i \\\ 
(hs 


JOIN US, AND VOICE YOUR OPPOSITION 


TO THIS SICK FESTIVAL. 
MEETING POINT: ABBEY PARK, AT 1PM. : lbh » 












































































































































LEICESTERSHIRE HOTLINE: 07932 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The face of hate (above). Bigots demonstrate against unity march (right) 
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VER 600 people marched through Leicester at the 
end of July under the slogan “Equality For All’, 
dealing a blow against the small group of anti-gay 
protesters who had successfully stopped a gay Mardi 
Gras event in the town last year reports Terry Fitzpatrick. 

Accompanied by music from the band Soft Touch, 
many marchers carried pink balloons as they entered 
Abbey Park for an afternoon of entertainment. A whole 
range of organisations turned out in support of the event 
including the Indian Workers Association, Outrage, the 
Anti Nazi League (ANL), the Socialist Party and a number 
of trade unions. 

While the coalition of organisations that formed the 
“Unity Against Prejudice” procession gathered, 40 bigots 
from the National Front (NF) assembled at the railway 
station at midday. The NF supporters then paraded up 
and down shouting “down with queers” carrying a ban- 
ner that proclaimed: “Nationalists Against Gay 
Propaganda in Schools’. 

The police escorted the NF contingent through the 
Gallowtree Gate shopping area, alarming shoppers, 
many of whom were black. The march marked the first 
time since 1979 that the NF has paraded through the 
town. Onlookers could not believe what they were wit- 
nessing as the police escorted the racists through the 
streets. 

At 12.30pm the NF group, which was entirely male 
except for one woman, ended up in Humberston Square 
where they chanted anti-gay slogans for what was to be 
over two hours. 

The “Silent Majority” and “Students Against Homos” 
joined the NF contingent at 2.00pm increasing the size of 
the group to around 60. They included eight under the 
Silent Majority banner, led by Denise Pfeiffer, and four 
female youths under the students’ banner. Among the 
demonstrators was Clive Potter, who had been instru- 
mental in getting the original Mardi Gras event stopped. 
Potter, who was a prominent member of the National 
Democrats, works at the Leicester Royal Infirmary and 
was a UNISON shop steward until suspended by the 
union after pressure from anti-fascists. A small group 
from the Royal Standard pub joined up with the NE pop- 
ping back into the pub at regular intervals to satisfy their 
thirst. A number of the NF activists and their supporters 
sported Leicester City Football Club tattoos. 

When more ANL activists arrived and started heckling, 
all the groups united in chants of “Marxist scum’. 
Eventually, large numbers of anti-fascists assembled at 
Humberston Square. As the Unity march passed nearby 
the police pushed the anti-fascists back towards the 
Clock Tower and into the march itself. The NE who no 
longer had the police behind them, then ran round the 
block and unsuccessfully tried to ambush the march as it 
passed St Margaret’s Bus Station. 

A brief scuffle between the NF and an Asian youth 
resulted in no arrests. However, the police searched all 
the assembled fascists for weapons. 

As the afternoon drew to a close the police escorted 
most of the NF supporters to the railway station. In total 
around a dozen people were arrested. Two fascists and 
two anti-fascists face charges. 
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website reads “Hammerskin Nation ... making you 

feel sad.” Considering recent events, it is the 
Hammerskins themselves who are feeling the pain right 
now. 

March was a very sad month for the Hammerskin 
Nation. The premier skinhead organisation was 
slapped with a $6.065 million (£4 million) federal civil 
suit on behalf of a 23-year-old Southern California 
black man who allegedly fell prey to a squad of its kins- 
men near Riverside, CA. 

Four Western Hammerskins were charged with beat- 
ing and stabbing Randy Wardell Bowen after chasing 
him from a party outside Riverside. The attack occurred 
on 17 March during an impromptu spring break gath- 
ering of about 150 young people in an open field. Police 
investigators said Bowen was apparently singled out by 
skinheads in the group because of his race, and was 
attacked in full view of witnesses who failed to stop it. 
Bowen was taunted with racial slurs, chased, struck on 
the head with a beer bottle and slashed with a knife, we 
prosecutors alleged. The unprovoked assault with a 
bottle and a knife was “one of the most egregious inci- 
dents of racial violence that has occurred in Riverside 
County,” said District Attorney Grover Trask. 

Veteran Hammers, those who were around in 1989 
when a Portland jury put White Aryan Resistance’s Tom 
Metzger into penury to the tune of $12.5 million, know ileus 
the prospect of losing their bank accounts, cars and * 
homes is anything but a joke. Consequently, the 
Hammerskin Nation boys were in very sober mode by 4] : 
the time they joined their Aryan brothers and sisters in ‘oy 
Kentucky for the Klan-sponsored Nordic Fest 2000 last i ‘ 
May. 

The weekend began with a little gunplay when so We 
an armed renegade Hammerskin faction from _ : 
Indiana refused to surrender its guns to Klan and 7 PY oe tag 
HN security and was ordered off the property. iy ee a ¥ * 
The rejected Hammers fired off several rounds as a << oe 
they drove away. It was later learned that this oe rf 2 age 
9mm indiscretion by the Indiana faction drew 
the wrath of the HN leaders who immediately 
revoked the Hoosier Hammers’ charter. 

The two-day event on 27 and 28 May, hosted by Ron 
Edwards and his Imperial Klans of America, drew 400 
young Aryan men and women from across the US and 
Europe. The European white nationalist presence was 
strong. Hammerskin and Blood and Honour contin- 
gents came from Poland, Croatia, Serbia, Germany and 
Canada. There were at least 16 young Poles at the event, 
male and female, whose trip was sponsored by a 
Chicago-based Polish community group. They did not 
come without purpose or cash. They dropped several 
hundred dollars on the National Alliance/Resistance 


Te: RUNNING Ticker on the Hammerskin Nation 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































& 




































S reports on the nazi skin scene 

















Code of 


Letters to 
the Press 


Reviews 


— 


The Streste Panzetfaust Records 








Records table for a stack of Polish-language versions of 
The Turner Diaries. 

The Serbs attending the Nordic Fest advised that 
Serbia Blood and Honour was back up and running now 
that members activated to Serbian military service have 
returned home. Three of these members have traded 
their AK47s for guitars and are in Blood and Honour 
leader Dragon Petrovich’s band. 

It was also learned that Resistance Records has signed 
on two European black metal bands to its label, one 
from Poland and one from Sweden. Despite William 
Pierce’s June radio broadcast decrying such music as 
“filth”, it appears he has no problem with filthy lucre. 

Erich Gliebe, Resistance Records chief and Ohio Unit 
Leader for the National Alliance, took in the money as 
well as more than a dozen new Alliance members. NA 
members were numerous and interacted heavily with 
the Hammerskin Nation during the weekend. 

Edwards and the Klan collected about $14,000 on 
ticket and beer sales for their efforts. It is not known 
how the sum was split — if at all —- with Joe “Animal Joe” 
Kirchner, the white power concert promoter for the 
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event. Kirchner, originally from New York, now bases his 
operations in Louisville, Kentucky and works in close 
coordination with Hammerskin Nation — an obvious 
relationship since nearly all the major white power 
bands in the US are Hammerskin led or dominated. 

Security inside the venue by Hammerskin Nation 
squads was, as usual, extremely fit, well disciplined and 
well armed. HN security deploys in five-man squads, 
each man carrying a sidearm, preferably a Glock 9mm. 
For those HN security men monitoring the mosh pit, 
guns are put aside and the big men simply wade in and 
stop any incipient fight before it begins. 

This level of discipline, maturity and force has made 
Hammerskin Nation one of the best organised and most 
dangerous forces on the white nationalist front world- 
wide. The Western Hammerskin action and subsequent 
civil suit last spring has led to the HN leadership taking 
drastic measures to simply ensure its survival. 

Dallas HN leader Scott Lessig stepped down from his 
position and handed over the reins to Forrest Hyde, a 
30-year-old Confederate Hammerskin veteran and ex- 
convict from Tulsa, Oklahoma. Hyde and the HN com- 
mand officers have decided to take HN “back under- 
ground”. Post office boxes are closing down, members 
are selling their homes and paper trails are drying up. 
The HN website is to be abandoned. 

The HN leaders claim that they have achieved all the 
above-ground recognition they need at this point and 
that the transnational network is firmly in place. The 
word from the Nordic Fest was that “action will be 
imminent” when certain longtime Hammerskin leaders 
are released from prison in the next few months and 
take their command to the streets of America and in 
Europe. 

If Hammerskin Nation suffers any significant losses 
as the result of this lawsuit, its leaders have made it 
clear.that they will be making the rest of the world “feel 
sad” for some time to come. 
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women from China suffered an agonising death 

in a locked container lorry on the dockside at 
Dover trying to enter Britain in an effort to find a 
future for themselves reports Renee Sams. 

So far only two of the bodies have been 
identified. Fifty-six remain just numbers without a 
name, meaning added sorrow for all those 
concerned. 

At a remembrance service in the Emmanuel 
Centre in central London last month, organised by 
the National Coalition of Anti-Deportation 
Campaigns, speakers from several ethnic minority 
communities and churches spoke of their shock 
and sorrow on hearing of this tragedy. 

Jabez Lam, of The Monitoring Unit, put the blame 
squarely on government policies that are making 
it so difficult for migrants to enter this country 
and attacking asylum seekers as “bogus”. “Such 
policies are racist,” he told the audience. “It is 
this which has created a market for criminals to 
exploit migrants desperate to escape froin poverty 
and oppression ... If they cannot get entry visas 
who else can they turn to?” 

In his introduction to the service the Rev 
Arlington Trotman of the Churches Commission for 
Racial Justice said that people “ought not to be 
put in a position of risking their lives” just to enter 
another country. 

He called on all people to campaign to ensure 
“that never again should such a tragedy occur. 
Everyone should be free to come here regardless 
of their colour, creed or social status.” These 
sentiments were echoed by other speakers, who 
also called for the government to cease referring 
to asylum seekers as “bogus” or “illegal”. 
Speakers also called on the Conservative and 
Labour parties to stop trying to outdo each other 
in the popularity stakes by attacking asylum 
seekers. 

Simon Hughes, MP, expressed his “profound 
unhappiness” with such government policies. “We 
must not condemn the young people for coming 
here,” he said. “Life is about taking risks and 
people want to do better for themselves, aspiring 
for a better life ... It is a test of how civilised we 
are as to how we treat the elderly, women and 
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children and those who come to Britain seeking 
help.” 

Professor Michael Chan of the Britain Chinese 
Forum also called on people to “look after other 
people as you would wish to be looked after and 
treat other families as you would treat your own”. 

There were many calls from speakers to put 
pressure on the government to provide more 
facilities for parents, relatives or friends to be 
able to come forward without fear so that they 
could identify the bodies. It was emphasised that 
this is now urgent. 

Several speakers also pleaded for more 
cooperation between the British and European 
governments to put an end to this “degrading 
traffic in human beings” caused by the restrictive 
immigration regulations. 

Rabbi Colin Elmer, himself a son of immigrants 
who fled from Nazi Germany, spoke of how the 
many waves of immigrants to Britain had proved a 
“civilising force” bringing new ideas and talents 
that have developed the country. 

Rev Norman Setchell from Dover, whose parish 
covers the docks area, said: “people are still 
suffering from shock and anger”. He remembered 
particularly, the immigration officers and 
ambulance staff who had to deal with the terrible 
sight, some of whom are still traumatised and 
receiving counselling. But “this is nothing 
compared to the grief of the Chinese community 
and the families of the dead,” he added Rev 
Setchell also called for the government to allow 
relatives of the dead to come and identify their 
loved ones “without regard to status”. More co- 
operation is needed between Chinese and British 
governments to solve the problem of relatives 
being able to identify their loved ones. They must 
have names, he stressed, not just numbers. 

Rev Setchell said that there is still some 
aggression against asylum seekers in Dover, 
pointing out that there is “a great need for more 
education and a need to be awakened to 
compassion and justice”. 

The ceremony ended with the lighting of 58 
candles by 29 young people from the Chinese 
community and 29 people from the audience, as a 
symbol of remembrance for those who died. 
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Backdrop to the 
memorial 
meeting to the 
58 dead. Only 
two names are 
known. 


Hitler worshipper 


A MAN on trial for indecently exposing himself in west 
London demanded that he be allowed to swear an oath 
to Adolf Hitler instead of God, after claiming that Hitler 
was his hero. 

Adolf Baronov, 63, of Acton was prevented from giving 
a religious oath after he told Ealing magistrates, “Hitler is 
my god” upon taking the stand. But John Ducker, chair- 
man of the magistrate’s bench, denied his request to take 
an oath on the name of Adolf Hitler, on the grounds that 
it would be in contempt of court. Baronov was instead 
ordered to affirm. 

A fanatical supporter of Hitler, Baronov changed his 
first name to Adolf by deed poll. Sporting a tiny black 
moustache, he keeps a shrine to Hitler in his council flat. 

Baronov denied the charges of indecently exposing 
himself to a lesbian couple last November. He claimed 
that the women had falsely accused him after he had 
turned down their sexual advances. 

He was found guilty on all three counts of indecent 
exposure and for evading arrest last January. He was also 
sentenced to two months in prison for being caught in 
possession of a lock-knife on 28 January near his home 
in Calton Road. 


Gang racial attack 


A 19-YEAR-old Asian man was the victim of an unpro- 
voked racist attack, which left him with severe stab 
wounds, in the Holloway Road area of Islington, North 
London. 

The victim, who was left with a gaping wound in his 
side, is believed to have been attacked by a gang consist- 
ing of two men and one woman, who all appeared to be 
in their twenties. 

Councillor Janet Burgess, chairwoman of Islington’s 
police and Community Consultative Group, reported 
that, “there seem to have been quite a lot of attacks 
recently and I hope there is not a pattern emerging. 

“I have no idea what the psychology is of the people 
who do these things. Gang fights are unpleasant, but 
when it is totally unprovoked on innocent people it does 
make you worry about the safety of people.” 


New guidance for Scots police 


SCOTTISH POLICE are launching a pilot scheme that 
will encourage the public to report racist crimes and will 
train police officers to recognise racist crimes more con- 
sistently. The guidelines are contained in a 31-page doc- 
ument titled Racial Diversity Guidance Manual. The 
manual, which will be used in all the eight Scottish 
police services, provides detailed notes and guidance for 
police dealing with racism in their communities. 

The advice covers a variety of aspects of policing in 
Scotland’s multicultural communities such as reporting, 
recording, and investigating racist crime, policing com- 
munities, recruitment, career development, training 
and fair practice. 

On the same day that the manual was unveiled, 
Lothian and Borders Police launched a second approach 
to fighting racism. This new tactic is focussed on tackling 
racism within the police force and involved the distribu- 
tion of credit-card sized booklets advising officers on 
how to deal with racial matters. The cards remind offi- 


in brief 


cers that a racist incident includes any incident per- 
ceived to be racist by the victim and may consist of ver- 
bal abuse or threats. 

But some anti-racism community organisers are criti- 
cising the new cards saying that they fail to do more than 
state the obvious. Hardial Bhari, of the Scottish Asian 
Action Committee, said: “Police officers need to recog- 
nise the differences between ethnic groups. If you are 
going to issue them with a card like this you need to give 
them intensive training on racist issues. Just carrying a 
card around is not tackling the problem. 

Sir Roy Cameron, Chief Constable of Lothian and 
Borders Police, does not deny that racism is a bigger 
problem than these cards can eliminate immediately. 
But, he says: “It is a reminder that we take racism seri- 
ously. These cards may be seen as obvious but we see 
them as necessary. They are a useful prompt.” 

Mick Conboy, of the Commission for Racial Equality in 
Edinburgh, believes the cards are an encouraging start. 
“Even in the wake of the Lawrence report it is obvious 
there is still ground to cover. Having a list of racial 
agency numbers on the card will help if officers need 
assistance, perhaps in trying to locate a translator.” 


Police fail on ethnic targets 


THE EFFORT to boost ethnic minority recruitment in 
the police service in the wake of the Stephen Lawrence 
inquiry is not succeeding, parliamentary data show. 
Instead, some services, such as the West Yorkshire Police, 
which are under the greatest pressure to recruit and 
retain more police, are seeing falling numbers of ethnic 
minority officers. 

Police services need to recruit an additional 826 ethnic 
minority officers a year on average to meet the 10-year 
targets set by the Home Office. But in the year to March 
2000 there were only 209 more officers from ethnic 
minorities. Those that need to recruit the most officers — 
the Metropolitan Police, West Midlands, Greater 
Manchester and West Yorkshire — are all failing to meet 
their targets. In West Yorkshire, the number of officers 
from minority ethnic communities has fallen over the 
past two years from 133 to 127. 

The ethnic minority targets, which are designed to 
reflect the particular communities served, will inevitably 
put pressure on inner city police in particular. The Home 
Office hopes that the Government announcement ear- 
lier in the year of additional funding to recruit more 
police officers overall will provide a timely chance to 
recruit from ethnic minorities. Ministers have admitted 
that the “canteen culture” inside police services needs to 
be dispelled, not only to attract ethnic minorities, but 
also to retain them. 

Simon Hughes, the Liberal Democrat home affairs 
spokesman who compiled the figures, said they were 
“very disappointing”. 

The Home Office has defended the slow increase by 
saying that there is no need for the targets to be achieved 
by equal annual increments. The target for retention is 
that the percentage of ethnic minority officers resigning 
or dismissed should equal the percentage of white offi- 
cers leaving. The core problem is the overall numbers of 
police officers leaving the job and the failure of police 
services nationally to show themselves as an attractive 
career prospect for the type of person that should be 
recruited, black or white. 
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Up to 20 staff have been expelled from the ranks of the 
allegations of racism and extremism within the party. Ka 





HE ONCE centre-right Reform Party has seen a 
flurry of negative publicity, including the 
charges that it has been infiltrated by a number 
of white supremacists since it has taken a large 
swing to the right. This shift has largely been 
due to the extreme views of Patrick Buchanan, the 
Reform Party’s leading contender for the US presiden- 
tial election. 

Those expelled from the party include Mark Cotterill, 
a former National Front and British National Party 
southwest regional organiser, and founder of the 
American Friends of the BNP (AFBNP), a US support 
and fundraising group for the British fascist party. 
Those who have been asked to leave the Reform Party 
are accused of adhering to nazi ideas. 

Many white supremacist groups in the United States 
are supporting Buchanan’s bid to be the Reform Party 
candidate. That such groups as the National Alliance, 
one of the most extreme nazi groups in the world, and 
the Liberty Lobby, founded by Willis Carto, a Holocaust 
denier, have put their support behind Buchanan 
starkly illustrates the transformation of a party that was 
once regarded as occupying a centrist position. 
Through Buchanan it has now adopted a virulent anti- 
abortion stance, is staunchly critical of Israel, and 
stands adamantly opposed to affirmative action pro- 
grammes that offer opportunities to people from eth- 
nic minorities. The right’s takeover of the party has 
resulted in an internal split between pro-Buchanan 
and anti-Buchanan groupings. 

Buchanan has acted as a senior advisor to three pres- 
idents, including Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan. 
He challenged George Bush for the Republican nomi- 
nation in 1992. In 1996 he won the New Hampshire pri- 
mary, eventually coming second to Bob Dole. He has 
never strayed far from controversy, with many of his 
speeches containing racist and anti-Jewish under- 
tones. 

On race relations in the late 1940s and early 1950s 
Buchanan said in his 1988 autobiography Right From 
the Beginning, “There were no politics to polarise us 
then, to magnify every slight. The ‘Negroes’ of 
Washington had their public schools, restaurants, bars, 
movie houses, playgrounds and churches; and we had 
ours.” 

Buchanan also sent a memorandum to Richard 
Nixon in April 1969 advising him not to visit the wid- 
owed Coretta King on the first anniversary of Martin 
Luther King’s assassination, warning that a visit would 
“outrage many, many people who believe Dr. King was 
a fraud and a demagogue and perhaps worse... Others 
consider him the Devil incarnate. Dr King is one of the 
most divisive men in contemporary history.” 

The Boston Globe in 1992 reported him as saying: 


“There is a legitimate grievance in my view of white 
working class people that every time, on every issue 
that the black militants loud mouth it, we come up with 
more money... if we can give 50 phantoms (jet fighters) 
to the Jews, and a multi-billion dollar welfare program 
for the blacks... why not help the Catholics save their 
collapsing school system”. 

In one of his syndicated columns he once said, “How, 
then, can the feds justify favouring sons of Hispanics 
over sons of white Americans who fought in World War 
II or Vietnam”. 


British links 


The appeal of Buchanan and the newly transformed 
Reform Party to white supremacists is clear. The pres- 
ence of the now Virginia-based Mark Cotterill illus- 
trates the effect that Buchanan has had on the politics 
of the Reform Party. Now more than ever nazis are grav- 
itating towards it in droves. In explanation Cotterill 
says: 

“One question we keep being asked by our American 
members and supporters is, since there is no 
Nationalist political party in the US that even comes 
close to the BNP and other similar parties on mainland 
Europe, like France’s National Front or Austria’s 
Freedom Party, who, if anyone, should they give their 
support to? Up until a couple of months ago the answer 
would have been ‘Nobody’. However, as it now looks 
like Pat Buchanan is going to be the Reform Party’s can- 
didate for president, we suggest you give your support 
to the Reform Party...The Reform Party is not perfect, 
far from it, but it is getting better. Our type of people — 
Nationalists — have been joining the Reform Party all 
across America and this is going to almost guarantee 
that Buchanan will be its candidate in November. At 
the same time the liberals and libertarians... have been 
leaving. The Reform Party could soon be an American 
Nationalist Party in all but name.” 

The AFBNP is a nexus for white nationalists of every 
stripe and ideological tendency. Leaders of the group 
have also worked their way into American third party 
politics by getting involved with the Reform Party. 
Cotterill has not only been working for the Reform 
Party, but has also given Reform Party leaders an 
opportunity to address meetings of his white national- 
ist group. 

Launched in January 1999, the AFBNP has been 
actively promoting the British “nationalist” cause in 
the United States. It has raised thousands of dollars for 
the BNP and raised its profile significantly among the 
nationalist right in the US. 

At one AFBNP meeting in West Palm Beach, Florida, ° 
on 5 February, white nationalists and Reform Party 


Searchlight September 2000 18 





Reform Party in the US, following widespread 
te Taylor and Devin Burghart report 


members were introduced to one another. The meeting 
was co-sponsored by the racist and antisemitic 
America First Party. After Cotterill spoke about his 
group’s plans, John Simila of the West Palm Beach 
Reform Party took the floor. According to Cotterill, 
“Simila spoke of the importance of getting Nationalists 
registered to vote and then making sure they vote for 
the Reform Party in the general election”. Simila’s pitch 
was followed by a speech by BNP member Stephen 
King on the electoral success of J6rg Haider in Austria. 

Not wanting to be left out of the Reform Party 
bonanza, until recently Cotterill was doing clerical 
work in the Virginia headquarters of the Buchanan 
election campaign. Cotterill told supporters in a recent 
internal newsletter: 

“Many of our members are already helping out the 
Buchanan Campaign, which has its headquarters not 
very far from our office — just outside Vienna, in north- 
ern Virginia. However as the campaign heats up they 
need all the extra help they can get... So we urge all of 
our supporters who live within easy reach of Vienna, to 
call up the Buchanan headquarters... and volunteer 
some time there, they have plenty of work that needs to 
be done. Likewise, if you would like to help the Reform 
Party in the run up to the General Election, on whose 
ticket Buchanan is running, please call the Buchanan 
Campaign office and they will put you in touch with 
your local Reform Party area representative.” 

In March 2000, over 120 people crowded into a room 
in Arlington, Virginia, to hear speeches from the former 
Klan leader David Duke, former Klansman-cum-cyber- 
nazi Don Black, National Alliance membership coordi- 
nator Sam van Rensberg, and others. The last speaker 
of the day was Peter Gemma, a spokesperson for the 
Virginia Reform Party, who stood in front of the huge 
black-and-white Celtic Cross flag, passed around a 
petition and spoke about the “importance of getting 
Pat Buchanan on the ballot in all 50 states”. 

In April an AFBNP meeting, which was addressed by 
BNP leader Nick Griffin, attracted an audience that 
included Duke, Sam Francis, a board member of the 
Council of Conservative Citizens (COCC), the white 
supremacist attorney Kirk Lyons, John Tiffany of the 
Holocaust-denying “revisionist” journal Barnes Review, 
and Jim Lubinskas of American Renaissance. Also in 
attendance were a number of people from Buchanan's 
campaign staff and the local Reform Party. This high- 
lighted the close connections between the AFBNP and 
the Virginia branch of the Reform Party. 

National Alliance leader William Pierce, Ron Doggett 
of Duke’s new group NOFEAR, and Thomas W Chittum, 
author of Civil War II: The Coming Breakup of America, 
have addressed other AFBNP meetings. Cotterill’s rela- 
tionship with the National Alliance dates back to 1994 





when he toured its headquarters while on holiday. 
Within a year he had moved to the US, retaining his 
close relationship to this day. Cotterill hit the headlines 
in the US in 1999 when he was exposed as a youth 
worker for the COCC. 

Before setting up the AFBNP, Cotterill had kept him- 
self busy as the US distributor for the quarterly publi- 
cation Right Now! Launched in 1993 by a coalition of 
former nazis and far-right adherents, Right Now! estab- 
lished itself as the main magazine on the British right. 
Every issue combines interviews with Conservative 
and anti-European Union politicians with articles from 
academics who promote eugenics. While still officially 
backing the Conservative Party, many of its main 
activists have switched allegiance to the BNP since the 
election of Nick Griffin as its leader. Some 500 of its 
2,000 subscribers are in North America. 


Liberty Lobby and the 
Americans for Buchanan 
Committee 


In 1999, the Liberty Lobby, one of the most significant 
white nationalist organisations in the United States, 
advised its nearly 75,000 supporters against supporting 
Buchanan. He has “worthy ideas’, it said, “but the time 
for Pat’s leadership has passed. The moment is no 
longer his to claim.” Now that he has abandoned the 
GOP [Republican Party] for the Reform Party, Liberty 
Lobby has changed its tune and formed the Americans 
for Buchanan Committee, proclaiming in a “Special 
Voters Guide” that, “Patrick J. Buchanan is the one can- 
didate for President who can turn America’s corrupt, 
bankrupt, plutocrat-controlled, two-party system 
upside down”. The brochures have popped up at white 
nationalist and Buchanan events across the country. 
Announcing Buchanan's victory at the Maryland 
Reform Party state convention on 4 March, The 
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Pat Buchanan 
(centre) sharing 
the stage with 
Council of 
Conservative 
Citizens leader 
Father Denish 
Pavichevich 
(right) and 
Chronicles staff 
member Srjda 
Trifkovic (left). 










































































































































































































































































































































. q ce 
Virginia Reform Party and Buchanan camapign spokesperson Peter Gemma at 
an AFBNP meeting. Seated behind Gemma is cyber-nazi Don Black. 


In a 1977 article, 
uchanan said that 
Hitler was “an 
individual of great, 
courage... Hith ; 
success was not based 
on his extraordinary 
gift alone. His genius 
was an intuitive sense 
of the mushiness, the 
character flaws, the 
weaknesses 
masquerading as 
morality that was in the 
hearts of the 
statesmen who stood in 
his path”. 
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Spotlight, run by Carto, declared: “This is another boost 
for his bid for the party’s nomination. Copies of the 
newly-reprinted edition of the special report Buchanan 
2000 were distributed at the convention.” Desperate to 
assure a Buchanan victory, on June 25 the Spotlight put 
out a special email newsletter to its supporters declar- 
ing: 
“Help Pat Buchanan! We urgently need you to send 
us your U.S. mail address, no later than Tuesday June 
27th, so that we can forward it and your name to the 
Presidential Nominating Committee of the Reform 
Party. In early July, the Nominating Committee will 
mail official Reform Party primary ballots to those indi- 
viduals whose names have been submitted to the by 
our campaign. This is the final, critical hurdle for Pat to 
win the nomination, and take the America First mes- 
sage to the voters against Gore and Bush this fall. I 
know you want to help nominate Pat... but we must 
have your US mail address for you to do so.” 

Nearly every week since Buchanan announced his 
defection from the GOP, The Spotlight has featured arti- 
cles on the latest in the Buchanan struggle: either 
reprinting articles by Buchanan, putting forth calls to 
join the campaign, or attacking political opposition. 

Buchanan has also found a support base in the 
COCC. The COCC grew out of the old white Citizens 
Councils, the principal organisations that fought for 
segregation in the south during the Civil Rights era. At 
end of 1998, it appeared as if the role of the COCC in 
public life would be greatly diminished after the expo- 
sure of its close ties with powerful elected officials. 
However, recent events point to a new cycle of activity 
by Council members in the electioneering sphere. 

On 30 June nearly 100 supporters gathered at the 
Holy Resurrection Serbian Orthodox Cathedral on 
Chicago’s Northside for a $100 a plate fundraiser for 
“Reform Party Presidential candidate Pat Buchanan’. 


American Nationalist Union 


The American Nationalist Union (ANU), an offshoot of 
the Populist Party, knows all about white nationalist 
third party presidential bids. The Populist Party was the 
electoral vehicle for Duke’s presidential campaign 
when he could not garner enough Democratic Party 
support. After splitting into two camps, and failing to 
win popular support, the party folded in 1995, when it 
became the ANU. ANU Executive Director Don Wassall 
discussed his relationship with Buchanan and his fan- 
tasies about a Buchanan victory in a recent internal 
newsletter: 

“T had the opportunity to meet with Pat Buchanan at 
a reception for him in downtown Pittsburgh in March. 
Thad met him before and occasionally correspond with 
him. He was very interested in The Nationalist Times, 
saying he reads it frequently and asking about circula- 
tion. Having a few moments alone with him while he 
and his wife Shelley were waiting for their ride to the 
airport, Buchanan responded to my question by indi- 
cating his intention to stay with the Reform Party after 
the election, albeit with some reluctance. He is proba- 
bly less than thrilled with all the responsibility and 
pressure that is on his shoulders, being the only well- 
known politician to stand up for Middle America in a 
sea of jellyspines and sell-outs, along with all the 
vicious smears continuously made against him by the 
powers that be. 

“And if he were elected, America’s internal enemies 
would do much of his work for him in cleaning up the 
country, as they would riot and otherwise cause so 
much chaos that Buchanan would have no choice but 
to become the strong leader America so desperately 
needs. If you believe and have prayed that Providence 
would rise up a leader in America’s greatest hour of 
need, just maybe those prayers are being answered.” 

Throughout the year, the campaign has been a con- 


sistent theme in the The Nationalist Times, the flagship 
publication of the ANU. Quoting a January Buchanan 
speech, the magazine noted “Let it be said: Loyalty to 
the New World Order is disloyalty to the Republic.” It is 
extreme views like these that have led to many white 
supremacists being attracted to his campaign. 
Buchanan has given many quotes in the past that indi- 
cate his view that the Jews control America. He once 
referred to Capitol Hill as “Israeli-occupied territory”. 
During the Gulf Crisis he said, “There are only two 
groups that are beating the drums for war in the Middle 
East — the Israeli defence ministry and its ‘amen corner’ 
in the United States”. 

In a 1977 article, Buchanan said that Hitler was “an 
individual of great courage... Hitler’s success was not 
based on his extraordinary gift alone. His genius was an 
intuitive sense of the mushiness, the character flaws, 
the weaknesses masquerading as morality that was in 
the hearts of the statesmen who stood in his path’. 
Buchanan's latest book, A Republic, Not and Empire, 
laments America’s intervention into Nazi Germany and 
empathises with Hitler. 

Buchanan's rise within the Reform Party may be 
indicative of a swing to the right of American politics in 
general not witnessed since the Reagan era in the 
1980s. In the quest to win the largely sought after mid- 
dle-American vote, political parties like the Reform 
Party have adapted their focus to issues on which they 
hope to capitalise support. The move also indicates a 
shift in focus for the far right in the United States. 

As Leonard Zeskind, president of the Institute for 
Research and Education on Human Rights, has noted, 
the white nationalist movement in the United States 
has undergone a significant tactical shift. “The wild in- 
the-streets rhetoric is now almost completely gone in 
favour of sober organising around cultural and political 
issues with a mass appeal among a large constituency 
of white people.” The quest for political respectability 
has led many on the far right to seek success through 
ballots rather than bombs. In an effort to emulate 
European politics where the far right groups have often 
clouded their agenda through the cloak of electoral 
politics, the US far right has attempted to follow some 
of these steps. 

While the momentary focus of white nationalist 
efforts may temporarily be the Buchanan campaign 
and the Reform Party, the ultimate goal is to create a 
viable white nationalist political structure capable of 
gaining power. Short of that, there is optimism that 
they can help to realign the two major parties, like the 
Wallace campaigns of 1968 and 1972. They are also 
capitalising on the platform presented by a political 
campaign to recruit new members and reinject racism 
and other forms of bigotry into the social and political 
arena. 

It is due to the flarge amount of negative publicity 
that has followed the Reform Party, because of its asso- 
ciations with white supremacists, that its office has had 
to remove some of its volunteer staff who are alleged to 
hold racist views, in order to uphold an image of 
respectability. Indeed many in the party are staunchly 
oppossed to the Buchanan campaign. But this will not 
stop white supremacists being attracted to the party. 
Black, who founded Stormfront, one of the most 
extreme neo-nazi websites, has said, “Those within our 
organisation who are politically active do, as you sur- 
mise, support Buchanan... I support Buchanan. He is 
not one of us, but culturally he is.” Black believes “we 
can restore white majority rule to the US while we are 
still a majority during the next three or four decades”. 


Party Crashers: White Nationalists and Election 2000 is 
available online at www.newcomm.org from The Centre 
for New Community, a US faith based initiative 
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The Holocaust is news. 
Fifty-five years after the 
destruction of approximately 
six million Jews in the heart 
of Europe the newspapers 
carry stories about reparation 
claims for the victims as 
major news items and 

books on the topic appear 

in abundance. 


Steve Silver argues that 
the lesson of the Holocaust 
is that fascism should never 
again be allowed to rise 
unchecked. 
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The Holocaust and anti-fascism 


» RITAIN NOW has an official 
/remembrance day for victims 
of the Holocaust. Perhaps we 
hould be pleased that mem- 
ory of the greatest example of 
fascist barbarism plays a central role in 
many countries when it comes to under- 
standing the events of the last century. 

However, what we might expect to be 
remembered, and what exactly it is that is 
being talked about when people say 
“Never Again!” is not always the same. 

Surely it is obvious that the lesson — or 
more accurately one of the lessons — of 
the Holocaust is that fascism needs to be 
combated. History teaches us that even 
when the fascists are small in number 
they need to monitored, opposed and 
stopped at every opportunity. This is ABC 
stuff for Searchlight readers, but it is not 
one of the central lessons that are coming 
from the various arms of Holocaust 
education that are flourishing in Israel, 
the United States and parts of Europe. 

There are three main countries where 
Holocaust education plays an important 
role and has an international impact. It is 
not difficult to see why the anti-fascist 
message is often eclipsed when we look 
at some of the facts. 







Israeli national defence 

Israel is a country founded in the wake of 
the Holocaust. The central tenet of 
Zionism, the ideology that underpins 
Israel, was that the Jewish people need a 
homeland. Zionism did not have the 
mass support of the Jewish people before 
the Second World War but the fact of the 
mass slaughter of European Jewry, and 
the thousands of displaced Jewish 
refugees with nowhere to go, changed the 
opinion not only of world Jewry but of 
enough national governments to ensure 
that out of the near destruction and 


torment endured by European Jewry, a 
self-confident Jewish state emerged. 

Israeli independence was hard won. As 
surrounding countries invaded the 
fledgling country a war was fought to 
prevent Israel being strangled at birth. 
There is a perceived continuum that the 
people who fought in the ghetto uprisings 
and as partisans, and those who fought in 
the Israeli War of Independence in 1948 
and subsequent wars, were carrying on 
the same tradition of Jewish defence. In 
the light of this it is not hard to see why 
the need for Israeli national defence is one 
of the main lessons to be drawn from the 
Holocaust in that country. 

While Israeli politicians have made 
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“Premature anti-fascists” — volunteers who fought 
fascism in Spain later faced persecution 
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strong statements, particularly directed 
against Germany, condemning the rise of 
nazism over the past decade, in the end 
fascism and anti-fascism are concepts 
with no real currency in Israel itself. This 
is because, while Israel may have all sorts 
of unpleasant politicians - even people 
who might be termed fascists — the 
country is without a significant fascist, 
and consequently anti-fascist, tradition. 

There is much scholarship on the 
Holocaust carried out in Israel, and 
places such as the Yad Vashem museum 
and the Hebrew University play an 
important role in the international arena 
when it comes to Holocaust education. It 
is through media such as these that the 
Israeli perspective of the Holocaust is 
disseminated abroad. 


The United States and totalitarianism 
Outside Israel and Germany, the US must 
be the most Holocaust conscious country 
in the world. Looking at the history of the 
country, it is not difficult to see why anti- 
fascism does not feature as a major 
lesson of the Holocaust. 

One lesson from the Holocaust in the 
US, like in Israel, is strong support for the 
Jewish State. The Israeli lesson of the 
Holocaust — the need for Israeli national 
defence — is one that fits well with not only 
North America’s large Jewish community, 
but also government policy itself. 

In a country thousands of miles away 
from where the Nazi atrocities were 
carried out what has emerged from the 
Holocaust seems to be more about 
underpinning the “democratic” values of 
the US than anything else. The reality of 
that democracy, though, was _ the 
suppression of anti-fascists in the wake of 
the Second World War, an act that still has 
a powerful legacy today. In the 1950s, for 
example, people who had volunteered to 


fight against fascism in Spain in the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade in the 1930s 
were condemned as “premature anti- 
fascists”. As was the case everywhere else, 
communists and other left-wingers had 
played a leading role in the fight against 
fascism. Now, with the advent of the Cold 
War, anybody who had associated with 
communists was hounded and 
condemned. The playwright Arthur Miller 
famously compared the events of that 
period to the witch-hunts of previous 
centuries in his play The Crucible. 

The despised political movement in 
the US for some five decades has been 
communism not fascism.  Anti- 
communism was the key ideological 
factor defining what was “American”. To 
bring this about Cold War academics took 
the concept of totalitarianism and made 
it a crucial weapon. The theory argues 
that political systems that are controlled 
by a single political party are the same 
regardless of ideology. Through the use of 
the theory of totalitarianism the US was 
able to portray the Soviet Union as the 
same as Nazi Germany. The enemy that 
nations had banded together to crush 
during the Second World War was no 
longer fascism but totalitarianism and 
the only totalitarianism of concern was 
the left-wing variety. 

For example, whereas fascist Spain 
existed until 1975, the US intelligence 
services interfered in the Italian postwar 
elections to ensure that the Communist 
Party did not come to power there. The 
“containment” experiment in Italy was 
developed and put into practice wherever 
it was believed the left might have a 
chance of taking power. The result of this 
included support for fascistic military 
dictatorships in Latin America. 

The big problem in the US during the 
Cold War was that wherever there were 
anti-fascists, inevitably there were also 
left-wingers. This rather embarrassing 
fact meant that anti-fascist organisations 
were deemed to be communist front 
organisations during the McCarthyite 
witch-hunts and beyond. This legacy 
lives on; in the US anti-fascism is an un- 
rehabilitated victim of the Cold War, too 
closely associated with the left to be a 
lesson to be learnt from the Holocaust. 
Even if there were a desire in the US to 
teach anti-fascism as part of Holocaust 
education it is unlikely to occur because, 
like in Israel, both fascism and anti- 
fascism are terms without real currency 
in the country. 


Germany - East meets West 

For obvious reasons Germany is a 
country that is very conscious of what 
was perpetrated by the Nazis during the 
1930s and 1940s. The division of 
Germany, into the German Democratic 
Republic (GDR) — East Germany — and the 
Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) -— 
West Germany - saw two narratives 
emerge along ideological grounds. 

Like Israel, the GDR was founded in the 
wake of the end of the Second World War. 
If the Holocaust underpinned Israel’s 
identity then it was anti-fascism that 


underpinned the GDR. The iron heel of 
Nazism crushed the  anti-fascist 
opposition, but people did return from 
exile abroad and the concentration 
camps to help build the GDR. 
Communists who had spent the war in 
exile in the Soviet Union or had survived 
the concentration camps _ proudly 
declared their country to be an anti- 
fascist one. In the propaganda war 
between East and West the GDR taunted 
the West for not dealing with the problem 
of the postwar fascist revival. 

When it came to looking at Nazi 
atrocities, the GDR perspective was in 
line with that of the rest of Eastern 
Europe’s. socialist bloc. Particular 
emphasis was placed on resistance, the 
resistance of communists and their allies, 
and how the new countries of Eastern 
Europe were anti-fascist because they 
were founded by anti-fascists. The 
extermination of European Jewry, though 
acknowledged, did not play a key role 
when it came to education about the Nazi 
era. There was no Holocaust education in 
the sense that it was understood in the 
West — learning about the annihilation of 
European Jewry — but a more general 
teaching about Nazi atrocities. This was 
because one third of those killed in the 
Second World War — 20 million people — 
were Soviet citizens. Communists were 
ruthlessly persecuted, often executed, 
and whole villages wiped out by the Nazis 
as revenge for partisan attacks or as a 
warning to the population. 

Consequently, visitors to the sites of 
the concentration camps found that 
there were rarely memorials to the Jews 
that died but usually estimated numbers 
given of all those who perished and the 
countries from which they came. As the 
Jews did not constitute a nation, they 
were often written out of the account. 

The FRG in the west was also keen to 
portray itself as a country that had made 
a break with the Nazi past. Like the US it 
supported Israel, materially, in terms of 
reparations to the Jewish State for the 
crimes of the Nazi era. 

At a glance it appears that one of the 
FRG's lessons of the Holocaust was also an 
anti-fascist one. The symbols of the Nazi 
era were outlawed and it became illegal to 
constitute a nazi party. In reality nazis 
carried on organising, but often without 
the swastika and other symbols. On the 
occasions where their organisations were 
shut down new ones sprang up, so the 
nazi activist base remained, bolstered by 
the fact that senior Nazis were able to 
retain high office. 

When the Berlin Wall came down and 
Germany was reunited under the 
auspices of the FRG, the question of 
whether it had learnt an anti-fascist 
lesson from the Holocaust was put to the 
test. The answer was a swift “no”. Fascist 
groups mushroomed, racial murders 
increased and Germany's racist 
citizenship laws, a real part of the 
problem, remained. 

As in the US, anti-fascists in the FRG 
were often persecuted during the Cold 
War. Anti-fascists found themselves 
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isolated and labelled as subversive and of 
the extreme-left. The result of this was 
that the popular-front type of anti-fascist 
coalition that could be brought into play 
in most west European countries was not 
possible in frontline Western Germany. 
The difficulties that anti-fascists in 
Germany face was brought home to me 
at a recent conference in Berlin organised 
by Action Reconciliation Services for 
Peace on the theme of Holocaust 
education. One speaker told me, after I 
had used the term anti-fascist, that it was 
a discredited concept in Germany 
because it is associated with the GDR. 
Knowing the difficulties that they face, 
it is hard to not admire German anti- 


fascists. Those who fought the 
Brownshirts in street battles, the 
volunteers that fought in Spain, those 


who resisted in the concentration camps, 
to today’s anti-fascists, have always faced 
an unenviable task. 


The end of the Cold War? 

In 1996, I interviewed the late David 
Spector, one of the unsung heroes of 
Britain's postwar anti-fascist movement. 
Living in a Jewish old people's home in his 
native Sussex, he regaled me with stories 
of his exploits as a Major in the British 
army’s Jewish Brigade and of the local 
fight against fascism on his return. A 
grassroots’ activist when it came to Jewish 
communal defence, he was not always the 
most popular person with Jewish 
officialdom. Spector was a militant anti- 
fascist, organised the legendary routing of 
the fascists in Brighton in the late 1940s 
(when they received a severe physical 
beating) and was still speaking on anti- 
fascist platforms in Brighton in the 1990s. 

The experience at the conference in 
Berlin reminded me of an experience that 
David Spector had in the 1950s when he 
held a leading post in the Association of 
Jewish Ex-Servicemen (AJEX). West 
Germany was planning to remilitarise 
and this concerned many of those who 
had fought against fascism. When 
Spector tried to get AJEX to protest about 
the rearmament he was prevented from 
doing so on the grounds that the 
Communist Party was already protesting 
against German rearmament, so it would 
look like AJEX was allied with the 
communists. Outraged, he resigned his 
position in the organisation. Word was 
then spread that he was a communist, 
something that was not true. 

The point is that Spector's experience 
at the height of the Cold War is not 
something that can be consigned to 
history. The legacy of Cold War anti- 
communism, which encourages people 
at best to condemn fascism, but not 
combat it, lives on. 

“Never Again!” should mean that never 
again should fascism be allowed to rise 
unchecked. The huge resources that are 
put into Holocaust education are wasted 
unless the main lesson is that fascism 
must be fought. The day when Holocaust 
education and anti-fascist education are 
synonymous will only come about when 
the Cold War freezer starts to defrost. 
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IN THE history of British anti-fascism, there are few peo- 
ple who are remembered today with as much pride as 
the men who volunteered to fight with the International 
Brigades in Spain. Theirs was the very bravest contribu- 
tion made to the fight for justice and against tyranny. 
People gave up their jobs and often their lives to fight in 
a brutal war, for the sake of democracy, in a country 
which beforehand they hardly knew. The men who left 
came overwhelmingly from working-class backgrounds, 
they were dockers, unemployed labourers, sailors, 
skilled metal-workers and the like. The ones who 
returned became stalwarts of the Labour and trade 
union movement for decades ahead. As Dave Auty 
points out, 28 volunteers from Merseyside died, “if those 
men had survived who knows what contribution they 
could have made to the labour movement in this coun- 
try”. So why was there a war in Spain? 

In July 1936, General Franco began his military upris- 
ing against the elected government. This Spanish 
Popular Front was an alliance between liberal parties, 
the Spanish Socialists, the Spanish Communist Party, 
and the independent Marxist Workers’ Party (or POUM). 
Although the reforms that the Popular Front offered 
were slight, even these were too much for the Spanish 
ruling-class. Across Spain, the bosses backed Franco and 
the peasants and workers sided with the Republic. After 
a brutal three-year war, Franco's victory transformed 
Spain into an authoritarian state. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of workers were killed. Such was Franco's brutality 
that Joseph Goebbels privately expressed his admiration 
for the Spanish regime — before 1939 the Nazis could 
only dream of exercising the same control as Franco. 
Indeed following his victory Spain remained a dictator- 
ship for the next 35 years. 

Today the Spanish Civil War is often remembered for 
the fratricidal argument that broke out within the 
Republican camp. Ironically, Franco's coup liberated the 
most generous instincts of the Spanish working class. In 
the first few days of the conflict, Franco’s army was 
pushed back by workers’ uprisings, most famously at 
Barcelona in northern Spain. The question of tactics 
then came to the fore, and revolutionary Spain divided 
into two camps. On one side stood the Spanish 
Communist Party and its allies among Socialist and lib- 
eral parties, who argued that the victory of the war 
required that the left should pause the revolution, mak- 
ing an alliance with Russia, Britain and France. On the 
other side, were the POUM and the anarchists, who 
insisted that the revolution was the very life-blood of the 
government. This dispute over tactics is captured in Ken 
Loach’s powerful film, Land and Freedom. 

Auty’s book side-steps this important debate to con- 
centrate instead on the men who volunteered to fight in 
Spain. Ignoring “academic and political parameters”, he 
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‘Remembered with pride 


insists on a return to the volunteers, in his words, “who 
they were, what they were fighting against?” 

The Trophy is Democracy sets out to answer these 
questions, starting with the experience of the generation 
of young men and women who travelled from Liverpool 
to fight. One volunteer was Jack Jones, one of the 
youngest Labour councillors in the country, and respon- 
sible for raising funds for the departing Merseyside vol- 
unteers. Another was Jack Coward, a legendary leader of 
seamen’s protests. Other volunteers left for other rea- 
sons, Gus Harris for example seems to have been doing 
little more than fleeing the depression of North 
Liverpool. He was badly affected by the horrors of the 
bombing of Guernica but wrote back home, “what mat- 
ter, it's a break from the dejected and seemingly hopeless 
atmosphere of Bootle, it’s consistently more exciting 
than Audley Street on a Saturday night, and the Trophy is 
Democracy”. 

Auty shows that the formative experience for this 
generation was the struggle against Oswald Mosley's 
home-grown fascism on Merseyside. Activists including 
Jimmy Pugh and George Melander helped to smash the 
local British Union of Fascists. Volunteering for Spain 
was the logical next step for them to take. Auty also 
gives some space to the role of political theatre in the 
struggle. The Merseyside Left Theatre was established 
by returning volunteers to bring political art into the 
lives of ordinary people. This was accessible, political 
theatre, and membership was open to all, “except to a 
member of His Majesty’s forces or any member of any 
police force”. His book ends with words spoken at the 
funeral of one volunteer, Jack Coward, “Man's dearest 
possession is life, and since it is given to him to live but 
once, he must live as to feel no torturing regrets for 
years without purpose; so live as not to be seared with 
the shame of a cowardly, trivial past; so live that, dying 
he can say ‘All my life and all my strength were given to 
the finest cause in the world, the liberation of 
mankind’.” (The quotation is from Mikhail Sholokov’s 
Quiet Flows the Don). 

This is an honest and important short book. The 
material here on fascism and anti-fascism in Liverpool is 
new, as is the research on the volunteers themselves. 
Perhaps Auty could have said more about the important 
arguments within the Spanish Republican camp. But 
this is only a quibble. The author should be congratu- 
lated for bringing to light this little-known incident in 
Liverpool history. Do not read it if you are looking for the 
definitive academic history of the Spanish Civil War — 
this book is much more partisan and lively than that. 


The Trophy is Democracy: Liverpool Volunteers and 
the Spanish Civil War, Dave Auty 
Hegemon Press, £3 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Fighters against fascism 


by Renee Sams 





THE IMPORTANCE of passing on the lessons of history 
to future generations was stressed at the annual com- 
memoration of the International Brigades Association 
(IBA), which took place in July in London's Jubilee 
Gardens. 

Jack Jones, retired Transport and General Workers 
Union General Secretary and veteran of the war against 
Franco's fascists, paid tribute to Bill Alexander, IBA 
General Secretary for the past 30 years, who passed 
away a few days before this event. 

Bill, who joined the Communist Party of Great Britain 
in 1932, was one of those young people who saw the 
danger signs of Hitler’s rise to power in Germany and 
was angered by the British government's policy of non- 
intervention in the Spanish Civil War. 

He had already taken part in the Battle of Cable Street 
in October 1936, which stopped Mosley’s British Union 
of Fascists from parading through the largely Jewish 
area of East London, and he volunteered to join the 
International Brigade in the spring of 1937. 

Bill arrived in Spain just after the Battle of Jarama in 
which two thirds of the British battalion were killed or 
wounded and was sent to join a newly formed anti-tank 
battery equipped with Soviet guns. 

He was cited for bravery at the battle of Belchite in 
September 1937, but was later wounded and sent back 
to England at the end of June 1938. After recovering 
from his wounds he went on to play a distinguished part 
in the Second World War. 

A message of condolence from the International 
Brigade Association in Spain expressing “profound 
regrets” at Bill’s death was read to the meeting. 

Jack Jones pledged, “We will keep the IBA going, even 
until the last man’. 

And this determination, he told the gathering (in ref- 
erence to some of the audience), “is shared by the 
Friends of the International Brigades”. 

UNISON General Secretary Rodney Bickerstaffe 
reminded the audience that “Hitler and Mussolini had 
used Spain as a training ground” for the Second World 
War. He spoke of the 2,200 volunteers who had given 
their lives in the struggle against fascism — 2,200 “people 
who knew what had to be done... Memories of the 
struggle must go on, although there will come a time 
when we will all be gone, there is no reason why these 
commemorations should stop.” He emphasised that 


Searchil 


“this monument is not only a warning of the past — it is 
a rededication for the future”. 

“Fascism never sleeps” continued Mr Bickerstaffe, 
reminding the audience of Jorg Haider's election in 
Austria and the situation of asylum seekers in Britain, 
adding, “It worries me beyond belief.” 

We must remember that “We all come from the same 
stuff, there can be no toleration of the old ideas that 
once prevailed that say that if you are black or Irish or 
Jewish, you are worthless... If we forget that, or if we 
forget the elderly, then we are going down the wrong 
road. The road that the volunteers that paid the 
supreme sacrifice in Spain would not want us to go... 
They fought for a better world — and dare I say it, a 
socialist world.” He ended his speech by calling on the 
audience to remember the lessons of history for the 
future. 






























Mourners at the 
funeral of Bill 
Alexander 
(above) 


(below) UNISON 
general secretary 
Rodney 
Bickerstaffe and 
former TGWU 
general secretary 
and International 
Brigader Jack 
Jones at the 
Brigade memorial 
in London 










on Ethnic Issues in Six European States, the 

second in the series The Investigation, 
Explanation and Countering of Xenophobia and 
Racism, examines and compares the impact of 
racism and racist language in the political life of 
six member states - Austria, France, the UK, Italy, 
Spain and The Netherlands - of the European Union. 
It should be read by every anti-racist. 

While the other titles in the series are published 
in German, this one is in English, having originated 
from an international project called Racism at the 
Top, headed by Professors Ruth Wodak of the 
University of Vienna and Teun A van Dijk of the 
University of Amsterdam. 

The project, funded by the Austrian Ministry of 
Science, was conducted by an international team of 
researchers, including Professor Luisa Martin Rojo 
(Universidad Autonoma Madrid), Dr Jessika ter Wal 
(University of Vienna), Maria Sedlak (University of 
Vienna), Ineke van der Valk (University of 
Amsterdam), Lena Jones (University of Minnesota 
and several other collaborators from various coun- 
tries. 

Their task was to explore the way politicians talk 
about immigration and other ethnic issues, system- 
atically analysing, for example, parliamentary 
debates in the six EU countries during 1996 and 
1997. Data gathered on Germany will be analysed 
in a further project. 

The role of leading politicians in the reproduction 
of racism and anti-racism was studied because of 
the special part they play in influencing public 
debate and the media and in forming public opinion 
on immigration and other ethnic issues. 

Against a descriptive background of racism 
throughout Europe, the authors surveyed political 
statements on a range of mutually associated top- 
ics including xenophobia, immigration, foreign 
labour, unemployment, legal control, and social and 
cultural issues, providing a valuable insight into the 
subtleties of opinion formation on immigration and 
the reception and integration of refugees. 

In parliamentary debates across Europe, they 
found, there is frequent discussion, often heated, 
about immigration. Although there are more toler- 
ant voices and a will to pay attention to the experi- 
_ ences and human rights of refugees coming from 

_the political left, the dominant voice in the coun- 


Reve: AT THE TOP: Parliamentary Discourses 


tries studied was rather more negative. 


Refugees, for example, are seen by most politi- 
jians as a financial burden and seldom viewed as 
uting to a country’s enrichment. The 
ndicates that politicians have a tendency 
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to speak duplicitously: on the one hand, presenting 
themselves as tolerant and understanding but with 
a sub-text to their speeches that conveys the view 
that refugees are not really welcome in western 
Europe. The same applies to public discussion 
about minority groups already in the EU, and 
remarks stemming from political elites in the six 
countries studied tend to echo, and sometimes 
confirm, anti-foreigner sentiment in the wider pop- 
ulation. The evidence provided points to a failure by 
leading mainstream politicians to give an example 
of humanitarian leadership. 

Naturally - thanks to the entry of Jorg Haider’s 
extreme right-wing Freedom Party (FPO) into gov- 
ernment in Austria - the Austrian chapter, by Ms 
Sedlak, is especially relevant and zooms in on 
some of the bizarre speeches that can be heard in 
the Austrian parliament. 

In 1992, Austria became one of the first coun- 
tries in continental Europe to introduce an explicit 
law, the Residence Act, regulating the situation of 
immigrants and foreigners. This move was not only 
a reaction to the increasing number of migrant 
workers, asylum seekers and refugees entering 
the country but was also attributable to the pop- 
ulist nationalism of the FPO, at that time the 
largest opposition party in the country. 

Like its neighbour, Germany, Austria still bases 
its citizenship requirements on jus sanguinis, 
which means that the criterion for being an 
Austrian is the citizenship of one’s parents rather 
than length of residence in the country. This means 
that from the outset migrants are disadvantaged in 
the Austrian labour market: those from Turkey and 
former Yugoslavia, who work in the service sector, 
are most likely to be affected by adverse working 
conditions. For African and Asian male migrants, 
the situation is even worse. They tend to be self- 
employed, often selling newspapers and flowers. 
For migrant women, occupational choice is simi- 
larly limited to nursing, cleaning or working as a 
shop assistant. 

In contrast to migrants, EU and US citizens 
occupy positions of authority and responsibility. In 
other words, the labour market in Austria, as in 
some other EU countries, is sharply segmented 
ethnically with Austrian politicians falling back on 
national myths and clapped-out party ideologies to 
maintain the privileged position of the native 
Austrian labour force. 

It is interesting to note, and it is reflected in 
recent statements by members of the Austrian 
government in reaction to the EU’s abrupt scrap- 
ping of bilateral relations with Austria, that there is 
almost an enthusiasm for presenting Austrians as 
“victims” of the arrival of immigrants. For FPO MPs, 
of course, this portrayal is routine. A particular 
exponent of this kind of thinking is Helene Partik- 
Pablé, a judge who sits in the party’s presidium, 
and is vice-chair of its parliamentary group. She is 
quoted in the book as saying: “...it is no comfort at 
all to Austrians that 51,200 persons have got a 
residence permit and 25,600 a work permit 
because these jobs taken, among others, by 
Bosnians are work places lacking to unemployed 
Austrians... It is too much in this time of high 
unemployment that the Bosnians are not returned 
home but hold down jobs to which the Austrians are 
entitled.” 

Immigrants and refugees are thus blamed for 
Austria’s unemployment situation and contribu- 
tions by FPO MPs in 1996 and 1997 demonstrate 
incontrovertibly that the party is convinced that 
immigrants are taking social rights and jobs away 
from Austrians. 

The material gathered in the book indicates that 


the FPO has constructed an “us and them” situa- 
tion in which “the helpless and suffering” Austrians 
are at the mercy of “inconsiderate and demanding” 
immigrants; the latter often being presented as 
criminal. Sober evaluation of real population move- 
ment or of social or economic realities contradicts 
this. For example, since 1945 several hundred 
thousand Austrians have emigrated and others 
have followed the demands of the European labour 
market by taking jobs elsewhere in Europe. None 
of this, as the book clearly shows, has any mean- 
ing for the likes of Partik-Pablé, who has even sug- 
gested that immigration could lead to large-scale 
emigration, as if immigration was actually respon- 
sible for emigration. 

It is not surprising that the FPO waves the flag of 
a total ban on immigration. Even when attempting 
to show a humanitarian face by describing 
migrants as “guests”, the FPO still implies that 
they should return home when there is no longer 
any work. 

On family issues, the book shows that the FPO is 
just as inhuman as it is on the immigration issue 
and quotes the ubiquitous Partik-Pablé thundering 
against human rights conventions that defend the 
rights of migrants to be joined by their families. 
The upshot of the FPO’s policy is simply: “if for- 
eigners want to lead a family life, they should do it 
in their own country”. 

Most shocking in the analysis presented in the 
book is the fact that top politicians across the 
political board cast foreigners in a negative light, 
using a number of ignorant but seemingly plausible 
assumptions, namely that foreigners are to blame 
for unemployment; they exploit and abuse the wel- 
fare system; they are unwilling to adapt, assimilate 
and conform; they are too different in culture and 
religion; they do not look after their homes; they 
form ghettos and they are aggressive and criminal. 

For these specialists in hair-splitting, neither 
the “Austrians” nor the “foreigners” are seen as 
an homogeneous group. Austrian MPs, it appears, 
further differentiate between “native” Austrians 
and “naturalised” Austrians and there is no prize 
for guessing who are most favoured. These dis- 
tinctions are frequently disguised while politi- 
cians, both in the major parties and on the 
extreme right, try to construct the bogus image of 
“one Austrian people” with a common language, 
culture and history. 

Only the Greens and the Liberals oppose this 
nonsense. The Freedom Party, on the other hand, 
energetically exploits it with an approach that is 
deeply nationalist and shows strong tendencies to 
increasingly explicit racism. The book shows that it 
is FPO MPs who most often evince negative beliefs 
and prejudices about other ethnic groups. 

In no other continental European country have 
employment policies and questions of labour been 
more directly linked to immigration. This results 
directly from a belief that immigration from the for- 
mer East bloc is a threat to the mythical “real” 
Austrians and that the new migrants are merely 
cheap labour and criminal. 

A particularly depressing aspect of the book’s 
investigations is the fact that anti-racism 
amounted to no more than 3.72% of the publicly dis- 
cussed topics in the six EU states studied. This 
bodes ill for the future when politicians of all 
stripes - look at the British Home Secretary Jack 
Straw - persist in painting refugees as the problem. 


Racism at the Top: Parliamentary Discourses on 
Ethnic Issues in Six European States. 

Published by Drava Verlag, Klagenfurt/Celovec, 
Austria 2000, 391 pages ISBN 3-85435-334-0 
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News from the sewers 


Who’s a naughty boy then? 





WHEN Searchlight first stumbled across Troy Southgate 
inset in the 1980s he was a street-fighting, big-mouthed, 
fascist yob. He already had a conviction for violence. His 
parents, who lived in a nice suburban home in 
Crowborough, East Sussex, had been forced by his 
behavioural problems to ask a court to ban him from the 
family home after he had threatened to burn it down. 

Most of us thought he would disappear into the 
woodwork and never resurface, but when it comes to 
persistence you have to give this man ten out of ten. 

He roamed around the far right for a while, eventually 
setting off for the University of Kent where he took a 
degree. Study did not blunt his hatred but fine tuned it 
and he was now clearly a suitable candidate to join the 
ranks of the political soldiers of the International Third 
Position (ITP). The combination of brawn and brains 
was just what they were looking out for. 

But things did not work out, as the entrenched lead- 
ers, Roberto Fiore, Derek Holland and Colin Todd, were 
all paid-up Catholic traditionalists and his ideas of rev- 
olution on the right divorced from the Church Militant, 
with paganism as his alternative, led to conflict and a 
parting of the ways. 

His own group, the English Nationalist Movement, 
rapidly moved on to become the National Revolutionary 
Faction (NRF) and earlier this year, while still using the 
subtitle of National Bolsheviks, he launched a debate, 
under the umbrella title of national anarchism, among 
the far right and a whole spectrum of green, anarchist, 
ecology and “Stop the City” type groups. 

His members were no strangers to these circles, hav- 


ing been on last year’s riots in the City of London, on a 
number of UK Independence Party and Save the Pound 
demonstrations and at the heart of the rioting on May 
Day this year. 

As a sideline they had turned up a couple of years ago 
at a meeting I was addressing in Deptford, posing as 
“Jews Against Searchlight”. After some of the stewards 
protecting the meeting suggested that, if they were 
Jewish, they might like to display physical evidence of 
the fact and, if not, a quick operation without the bene- 
fit of anaesthetic could bring them rapidly into the fold, 
to a man they fled into the night. 

A few days later they turned up at the Museum of 
London to protest at an exhibition about Jewish histor- 
ical links with the City. Once again they made off when 

the museum called the police. 
The NRF has developed 
very active email com- 
munication and web- 
sites, which exhort 
its followers to carry 
out acts of vio- 
lence. 

The NRF’s hand 
appears in anti- 
abortion  cam- 

paigns and more 
recently in calls for 
action against alleged 
paedophiles, joining 
the ITP in its promotion of 

lynch law. The ITP has sug- 
gested taking a rope to Peter Tatchell, the gay politician, 
whom it describes as the paedophiles’ chief apologist. 
The NRF’s publications, The English Alternative, 
Catalyst and its youth paper Tribal Resonance, are full of 
hardline hate material. Southgate also appears to have 
regular access to quasi-anarchist Richard Hunt’s jour- 
nal, Alternative Green. 

In July Southgate announced that the NRF would take 
part in a day of “direct action” in Cambridge on 19 
August with a wide range of other groups like those that 
took part in the various “Stop the City” and other vio- 
lent actions. 

As to the organisation itself, the NRF boasts that it 
does not issue shiny membership cards and is inter- 
ested in activist cadres whom it infiltrates into other 
organisations. 

Southgate, who is secretive to the point of paranoia 
about his face being shown and boasts a whole series 
of cover addresses, has slipped up recently in allowing 
his picture to appear on a website and some of his dis- 
gruntled comrades to circulate his home address. 
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France | 


TWO INTERNET service providers found themselves 
in trouble in July. In France, the giant US firm Yahoo! 
was ordered by a judge to find ways of barring access 
to racist sites by French users. The case stemmed from 
an action brought by the Union of Jewish Students and 
the anti-racist organisation LICRA against Yahoo! for 
“trivialising the Holocaust” by auctioning Nazi memo- 
rabilia. Judge Jean-Jacques Gomez branded the online 
auctions “an insult to the nation’s collective memory”. 
Three experts have been given until November to work 
out methods of filtering the system. 

In Germany, Justice Minister Herta Daubler-Gmelin 
ordered the Frankfurt-based provider Denic to remove 
the web address www.heil-hitler.de and block attempts 
to use other illegal nazi slogans as website addresses. 
The 28-year-old German army staff sergeant who regis- 
tered the heil-hitler site has been suspended from duty. 
Moves by European courts and governments to screen 
out racist and nazi material from the web look set to 
provoke conflict with the US, where unlimited freedom 
of speech is a constitutional right. 
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AFTER PRESSURE from Germany, the Greek govern- 
ment has overruled the confiscation of German prop- 
erty in pursuit of a claim for reparations for wartime 
German atrocities. In April, the Supreme Court in 
Athens upheld a claim for £20 million compensation 
by surviving relatives of the 218 people murdered in a 
reprisal massacre by the Waffen SS in the village of 
Distomo in June 1944 and ordered the confiscation of 
three prime real estate German government buildings 
in Athens. 

Taking Germany's side, the Greek government said 
the court decision ‘was “political”, had “no legal basis” 
and was made without the prior consent of the Justice 
Ministry. Victims of the Nazi occupation in Greece, in 
which 130,000 people were executed and 300,000 
starved to death, have never received compensation 
from Germany for their suffering. 

Spain Deportation threat 

THE SPANISH government is threatening 50,000 for- 
eigners with deportation. The move follows attempts, 
after a series of racist riots in February and March, to 
“regularise” the status of migrants by appealing to so- 
called illegals to apply for formal permission to stay in 
the country. 


The 225,000 applications were twice the number 
expected and it has emerged that only 175,000 will be 
approved. The remainder will be told to leave. Most are 
from Morocco, Ecuador, Columbia, Chile or Romania 
and their applications expired on 1 August. Spain, with 
only 800,000 immigrants, has one of the lowest foreign 
populations in the European Union. 


South Africa AWS nazi bailed 


EUGENE TERRE’BLANCHE, leader of the nazi 
Afrikaner Resistance Movement (AWB), has been 
granted bail pending an appeal against his conviction 
for attempted murder. Terre’Blanche will be freed from 
jail, where he is serving a separate, one-year sentence 
for inciting his dog to attack a black petrol station 
attendant in 1996. He received a six-year sentence for 
attempted murder after being convicted of savagely 
beating and paralysing a black worker in 1997. The 
AWB, whose bombing campaign killed 21 people in 
1994, is still demanding an autonomous state for 
Afrikaners. 

Meanwhile, one of his fellow hardline supporters of 
apartheid, Jaap Marais, has died, aged 77. Marais was 
admitted to a hospital in Pretoria with a bleeding ulcer 
in early August and died an hour later. He helped found 
the far-right Herstigte Nasionale Party (HNP) in 1969 
with a group of right-wing parliamentarians expelled 
from the ruling National Party after disputes with party 
leaders. 





Norway Hess march banned 


POLICE IN Oslo have banned a planned nazi demon- 
stration in the city to commemorate Hitler's deputy 
Rudolf Hess. The fascists’ application to stage a march 
led to public outrage and sparked off big protests from 
the Norwegian trade unions. Together with the bishop 
of Oslo, the Jewish community, the Humanist 
Association, the Norwegian Helsinki Committee and 
all the political parties, the unions lodged fierce 
protests at the prospect of a nazi rally. 

Jewish Holocaust survivors threatened to sit down in 
front of any nazi march and challenged the police to say 
whether they would arrest elderly Auschwitz-survivors 
in wheelchairs. 

In Germany, hardcore nazi boss Oliver Schweigert 
announced plans to seek permission to stage a Hess 
march and rally in Berlin on 19 August. 


Chile Pi ; immunity 


THE CHILEAN Supreme Court confirmed last month 
that the former dictator General Augusto Pinochet has 
been stripped of his parliamentary immunity. The 
decision ratifies a lower court ruling in May. 

The bench’s vote, by 14 votes to 6, means that 
General Pinochet’s position as senator for life is sus- 
pended. Relatives of the disappeared and human rights 
campaigners are delighted at the decision. 

The ruling cannot be appealed against and lays 
Pinochet open to prosecution for human rights 
offences under his rule, which lasted from 1973 to 
1990. Kidnapping, murder and torture are among the 
allegations. 

A judge will now order medical tests, mandatory for 
defendants over the age of 70. If the 84-year-old is 
diagnosed as “demented”, he will not be prosecuted. 
The general's supporters say they will help him defy 
any judicial orders for medical tests, to protect the for- 
mer leader's dignity. 

Hundreds of anti-Pinochet demonstrators cele- 
brated the Supreme Court’s decision in central 
Santiago with champagne, balloons and posters 
depicting the general behind bars. 
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Haider hounds his enemies 
From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


PROFESSOR Anton Pelinka, one of Austria’s most distin- 
guished political scientists, has again been targeted for 
legal action by the extreme right. 

In May, Professor Pelinka was found to have libelled 
Jorg Haider, Austria’s extremist leader, by telling the 
Italian RAI television station last year that Haider plays 
down national socialism and was “responsible for mak- 
ing certain national socialist positions and statements 
acceptable again’. 

That prosecution was started by Dieter Bohmdorfer, 
the Minister of Justice who used to be Haider’s personal 
lawyer. Professor Pelinka was found guilty and fined 
£2,800. In the latest case, his accuser is none other than 
Haider himself. 

Haider, who remains the true leader of the Austrian 
Freedom Party despite his “resignation”, has recently 
been very busy throwing around private court sum- 
monses. On 18 July he appeared in two separate cases in 
Vienna before the same judge. The first involved 
Professor Pelinka, the second brought charges against 
Wolfgang Neugebauer, chief of the Documentation 
Archive of the Austrian Resistance (DOW). 

The charges against Professor Pelinka centre on an 
interview with CNN last autumn in which he said: 
“Comparing immigrants to parasites is what the Nazis 
did regarding the Jews. I doubt claims that Haider 
intends to build an Auschwitz death camp somewhere 
for immigrants, but he is using the same prejudices, the 
same sentiments as the Nazis had, to win popular 
acceptance, exploiting xenophobia and racism.” 

Haider might claim he has not used such language 
about immigrants but he has certainly described artists 
and people “capable of work but unwilling to work” as 
parasites. In court, he squarely denied any suggestion 
that he has resorted to such prejudice and boasted that 
Austria’s former Socialist-Conservative coalition gov- 
ernment had even implemented a few of his demands. 

Remarkably, Haider says that he even “banned” the 
FPO’s infamous yellow election poster with the slogan 
“Stop the flood of foreigners”. Asked why he, only a few 
weeks later, put forward Hilmar Kabas, the head of the 
FPO in Vienna and the man responsible for the poster, 
for a government ministry, he gave the same answer he 
was to give in the Neugebauer case about how nazis and 
right-wing extremists could be integrated into top posts 
in his party: “Anybody can make mistakes”. 

Much against Haider's wishes the judge, Friedrich 
Forsthuber, insisted that the entire CNN programme 
should be dubbed into German and presented as evi- 


dence at the next hearing on 24 October. 

The second case concerned a claim that Neugebauer 
had attacked Haider for “perfidious antisemitism” in an 
interview with a Socialist Party newspaper. Neugebauer 
says he did not use the words attributed to him, but did 
refer to the FPO as “a xenophobic and right-wing 
extremist party”. 

The proceedings against Neugebauer came as a sur- 
prise to Neugebauer because they break a long-stand- 
ing unofficial truce between the DOW’s lawyer and 
Béhmdorfer to prevent both sides bombarding the 
courts with libel cases against one another. 

Haider stated that the DOW was “pseudo-scientific” 
and started ranting and raving. When the judge tried to 
put the brakes on him, Haider’s face reddened and he 
bawled: “Don't interrupt me’, which caused the judge to 
admonish him. Haider took no notice and went on and 
on in his usual manner about the Socialist Party, forcing 
the judge to warn him that “the mistakes of other par- 
ties” were not the matter in hand. 

Neugebauer reminded Haider of the desecration of 
the Jewish cemetery in Eisenstadt and about how a 
leading FPO official, Karl Schweitzer, had tried to pro- 
tect “the poor lads” responsible. No, insisted Haider, 
they were not members of the FPO but of the REJ (the 
FPO’s youth organisation) and Schweitzer had only 
helped them “because he had been their teacher”. 

The FPO, according to Haider, has never been against 

minorities. On the contrary, “we have worked for the 
rights of the people of the South Tyrol and for the recog- 
nition of Roma and Sinti as a minority group,” he 
argued, before going on to recommend that Israeli 
politicians should visit Carinthia —- though not, presum- 
ably, Krumpendorf when former Waffen SS members 
are meeting there — to learn how one “pacifies” a minor- 
ity. 
With an audience of about 30 people Haider was in 
his element, giving a political speech, contending that 
ever since the Waldheim case in the mid-1980s Austria 
has been slandered by “leftists” and claiming that he 
only seeks to represent “the interests of Austria’. 

In contrast to Haider, the Austrian “patriot”, the for- 
mer federal Chancellor, Viktor Klima, told a conference 
on the Holocaust in Stockholm that “no party that 
denies the Holocaust should be in any government in 
Europe”. Haider found this statement “monstrous”. 

As to whether Haider had ever blamed the Jews for 
antisemitism, his answer, of course, was never, ever. 
Israel’s Foreign Minister Levy, he proclaimed, is 
“Moroccan-born and has no relationship to Europe’, 
asserting that “many members of Levy’s own govern- 
ment did not understand him” when he criticised the 
present Austrian government. 

Continuing his stage act, Haider compared Austria 
with the adulteress in the New Testament and suggested 
solemnly that Israel was not the right country to throw 
the first stone at Austria. He obviously felt the need to 
squeeze in another lecture to the Jews before the trial 
was adjourned until October. 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Hess fans descend on Elsinore 
From Monitor in Oslo 


SCANDINAVIAN Blood and Honour nazis staged 
their annual Rudolf Hess commemoration march 
prematurely on 29 July in Elsinore, Denmark. It 
was attended by a ragbag of 60 assorted fascists 
from Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Germany. 

The Swedish nazis made their way there from 
Helsingborg across the strait that divides the two 
countries. Their outward trip took the authorities 
by surprise, but upon returning to Sweden they 
were met by a police checkpoint, identified and 
then allowed on their way. 

The main speakers were Morten Bakke from 
Norway and Robert Westerlund, the notorious 
head of the anti-antifa organisation, the aim of 
which is to oppose anti-fascists, in Stockholm. 
Westerlund raved on about what he called “the 
Zionist murder of freedom fighter Rudolf Hess”. 
After the rally, nazis gathered at Marcel Schilf’s 
villa outside Helsingborg for a mini-gig with the 
German nazi “folk singer”, Munin. 

Bakke’s presence at the rally was most curious 
because he is currently on the run in Sweden, a 
fugitive not from the police but from his fellow 
nazis in Norway, who suspect him of being a 
police informer. Thanks to Bakke’s alleged 
helpfulness to the police, Andreas Morkved, who 
operated Blood and Honour’s PO box in Norway, is 
now serving eight months in prison for arson. 

Bakke’s role as a suspected informer did not 
stop the Blood and Honour leaders Erik Bliicher 
and Schilf from presenting him at the rally as the 
Norwegian representative but his high profile 
poses some interesting questions. For example, 
who is right about Bakke? Schilf or Bakke’s 
former friends in Norway? 

If Bakke is in the clear, there must be another 
police informer in the inner core of the Norwegian 
nazi scene. If Bakke is indeed working for the 
state, the secret services have succeeded in 
getting very close to Bliicher and Schilf. 

In his speech Bakke boasted that Blood and 
Honour will march wherever and whenever it 
wishes to do so, apparently oblivious to the irony 
of the fact that the march had to take place three 
weeks in advance of the actual anniversary of 


















































































































































































































































































































































Hess’s death in order for it to occur at all. 

While its fellow thugs and would-be terrorists 
were commemorating Hess in Elsinore, a nazi 
gang from the Oslo-based Bootboys group was 
busy desecrating the Jewish cemetery in Oslo. 
The small house of worship was overpainted with 
swastikas and slogans such as “Death to ZOG”, 
“Holohoax” and “Jews have no admittance to the 
Reich”. 

This is the first attack on a Jewish religious 
building in Norway for several years and follows a 
series of threats directed against Jews and 
Jewish institutions, including death threats to the 
Rabbi of Oslo. Several nazis have already been 
charged with the earlier death threats and it is 
expected that the police will soon find the 
cemetery desecrators, thanks to the samples of 
their handwriting on the walls. 
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Building at the 
Jewish cemetery 
in Oslo, 
desecrated with 
swastikas and 
nazi slogans 


Morten Bakke, 
one of the two 
speakers at the 
Blood and 
Honour Hess 
memorial rally in 
Elsinore 








FRANCE 


Rightists regroup amid splits 
and stagnation 
From REFLEXes in Paris 





THE SUMMER is traditionally a quiet period for French 
politics. This applies to French nationalists as much as 
to anyone else, except that the various far-right parties 
have been busy with their own organisational affairs and 
their attempts to impose themselves as the key players 
on the extreme right. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the Front National (FN) 
has spent his time preparing for the party’s summer uni- 
versity, which is timetabled for the end of August and 
will no doubt concentrate on exactly the same points as 
the FN’s national congress last April. 

The issues discussed there were the continuing 
“renewal” of the FN’s election programme for the 
municipal elections in 2001 and the presidential elec- 
tion the following year. Le Pen regards these as absolute 
priorities and expects to be the FN’s candidate in 2002. 
In the meantime, Le Pen will spend his holidays swan- 
ning about on the Mediterranean. 

The EN’s rival, the Mouvement National Républicain 
(MNR), is also getting stuck into planning the next pres- 
idential election by promoting the party’s president and 
candidate, Bruno Mégret, all the more so as French pol- 
itics tries to drag itself out of its current torpor by dis- 
cussing next September's referendum on reducing the 
French President’s term of office from seven years to five. 

If anybody has created any news, it has been the 
freshly-baked Rassemblement Pour la France (RPF), 
which in a surprise move has backed the campaign to 
keep the seven-year presidency. One RPF MP Florence 
Kuntz, has even opened a website dedicated to this 
issue. But on 19 July discord broke out in the RPF follow- 
ing the resignation of its vice president, Philippe De 
Villiers. 

The RPF was born only during the last European elec- 
tion and “united” two figures on the French extreme 
right — Philippe De Villiers and Charles Pasqua — who 
were opposed to each other in style as much as in polit- 
ical views. Indeed it was amazing that they were ever 
able to join together in populist and demagogic hostility 
to the European Union, all in the name of “sovereignty”. 

Their more “presentable” kind of nationalism brought 
them a certain amount of success but it was evident that 
the uneasy unity between the two politicians could not 
last and that their differences would sooner or later 
burst through to the surface. 

This has now happened. Accusing the RPF of bad 
financial management, De Villiers has stomped out of 
his position as vice president and and opted to relaunch 
his own party, the Mouvement Pour la France (MPF), at 
the same time as keeping open the concept of a confed- 
eration for “sovereignty” between two separate organi- 
sations. 

Further friction between the RPF and the MPF is to be 
expected because Pasqua’s notion of gathering together 
those, on both the right and the left, who are for French 
“sovereignty” conflicts with De Villiers’s dreams of recre- 
ating a strong political force on the right and mopping 
up the leftovers of the FN and the MNR. 

Pasqua organised De Villiers’s removal very neatly, 
accusing him of not fulfilling his tasks. There had been 
no communication between the two men for several 
weeks and Pasqua was happy to see De Villiers disappear 
because he wanted to be the only captain on board the 





RPE He has achieved his aim but the future of the RPF 
looks less than certain. 

Continuing warfare on the far right — the FN two years 
ago, the RPF today — has dramatically weakened the var- 
ious parties electorally and has opened the opportunity 
for some French nationalists to branch out into setting 
up their own movements in a bid to show that militant 
fascism is alive and kicking. 

Such is the case with Eddy Marsan, a former MNR 
activist, who has launched a group called Alternative 
Nationale (AN). In his view “the FN has entered into irre- 
versible decline and the MNR has shown itself incapable 
of emerging, therefore a new structure must be created”. 

In line with this thinking, the AN has given itself two 
years to set up a new structure with the aim of fielding 
candidates in the 2002 parliamentary elections. Behind 
this plan is the fact that the MNR’s elected representa- 
tives are fed up with the authoritarian attitude of the 
party’s general secretary, Franck Timmermans, and 
equally with the pitiful results of the MNR in the last 
elections. These factors have given the “opposition” 
within the MNR grounds for setting up its own organisa- 
tion and thinking aloud about the conquest of power. 

Whatever its fantasies, the AN nevertheless merits 
some serious attention because of its position in the 
nationalist movement. To move forward and to find its 
own place and role, the AN is trying to make itself the 
connecting thread between the remnants of the elec- 
toral extreme right (the FN and MNR) and the radical 
rightist youth of the national-revolutionary Unité 
Radicale (UR). 

This will be no easy task. If the FN and the MNR have 
always sought in their own ways to keep control of the 
radical elements, the activists of UR and especially the 
young people around the violent GUD organisation 
have always kept their distance from these parties, with 
the exception of a few activists who have decamped 
elsewhere to make a political career in the mainstream 
right. 

Marsan’s strategy is relatively novel. Instead of trying 
to draw the youth into his own organisation, he ascribes 
them the role of political allies, organising joint meet- 
ings and taking on the language of the national revolu- 
tionaries, at the same time as suggesting participation in 
elections under the flag of the FN or the MNR in order to 
profit from state funding. 

While Le Pen, and even more so Mégret, have tried to 
bestow respectability upon their parties, Marsan main- 
tains that the French are ready for more extreme nation- 
alist politics. The AN envisages “a great united, all-con- 
quering, nationalist force which the French are just wait- 
ing for” and which will openly speak the language of 
xenophobia and authoritarianism, thus going much fur- 
ther than the coded language of Le Pen and Mégret. 
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Nazi killers get five extra years 
From Stieg Larsson and 
Pat Hennings in Stockholm 


HAMPUS HELLEKANT and Bjérn Lindberg, the two 
nazis convicted for the murder of trade unionist Bjérm 
Séderberg, had their six-year prison sentences increased 
to 11 years by an appeal court in July. 

Séderberg, a trade nion activist, was gunned down 
outside his Stockholm apartment last October. His killers 
were identified because the Swedish security police 
already had them under surveillance as suspects for the 
earlier car bombing of two anti-fascist journalists, Peter 
Karlsson and Katarina Larsson, last summer. 





At the original trial, a third associate, Jimmy Niklasson, 
received a four-year sentence. The appeal court lowered 
his sentence because he had been convicted on the 
lesser charge of illegally possessing firearms. 

The investigation of Séderberg’s murder and the subse- 
quent trial revealed details of the extent of the Swedish 
nazis’ terrorist activities. The nazis had monitored 
Karlsson for several years and already in 1995 had applied 
for a copy of the picture on his military identity card. 

In Sweden such photographs are public property and 
available to anyone requesting them. The person who 
obtained Karlsson’s picture claimed to be a journalist 
and the picture was subsequently sent to “Dan 
Wahlberg”, an alias previously used by Hellekant. 

In 1999 bogus letters were sent out in Karlsson’s name, 
claiming that he was a journalist working for the so- 
called “Stockholm-group”. Some of the letters were 
posted to police in Lund, where there have been almost 
annual clashes between police, nazis and anti-fascists on 
30 November, when nazis gather to commemorate 
Sweden's warrior king, Karl XII. The “author” of these let- 
ters was purportedly seeking information about people 
arrested in the clashes. The police investigation also 
revealed that witch-hunting articles about Karlsson and 
Larsson published in the nazi papers, Folktribunen and 
Info-14!, were probably written by Hellekant and his 
friends. 

Hellekant and his friends also attempted to gather 
intelligence on the press and photograph agency, Embla 
Photo, which has for several year supplied photographs 
to Searchlight's sister magazine, Expo. But Embla Photo 
was not the only object of nazi scrutiny as far as Expo 
was concerned. Among the items seized in the police 
raid on Hellekant’s flat were notes with lists of names and 
addresses, including Andreas Rosenlund, Expo’s former 
editor. Alongside it was written the instruction: “Check 
Andreas Rosenlund, social number, car and address. 
Children. Order passport photo.” 





Ss nazis the boot 
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PLAYERS, MANAGERS and supporters of the Oslo- 
based Valerenga Football Club have issued a joint state- 
ment declaring war on nazi hooligans. Their action 
came after Valerenga hooligans hit the national head- 
lines in May when they provoked fights with home sup- 
porters at a match in Bergen. 

The pride of Oslo’s traditionally working-class East 
End, Valerenga has had more than its fair share of prob- 
lems with nazi troublemakers. Despite the club's out- 
spoken anti-racist profile and a multinational member- 
ship, a coterie of nazis continues to incite mayhem. 

“We are doing a lot to get rid of unwanted elements in 
and around the club,” Anders Krystad, the club chair- 
man, said in interview with Monitor. “But this is a con- 
tinuous process. We cannot do a general cleaning now 
and then and believe that the problem is gone forever.” 

Krystad perceives that combating nazi louts is a long- 
term problem, in which “the work is done through pro- 
moting club’s anti-racist platform among the members 
and making the club’s stand visible through our cam- 
paign Valerenga against Racism’. 

The club will organise anti-racist events during the 
Norway Cup, Europe's largest football competition for 
youngsters, and has established close cooperation with 
the police and the Norwegian Football Association in a 
bid to stamp out the “football nazis”. 

Local police have been closely monitoring the nazis’ 
involvement at Valerenga for some time and have 
drawn up a list of 17 notorious nazis who attend 
matches. Krystad says that all 17 have been sent a letter 
informing them that they are permanently banned 
from the club’s home matches. A few other troublemak- 
ers have also been excluded from the ground but will be 
allowed back if they break off all contact with the nazi 
and nationalist scene. “This means that they should 
break completely. Not even a beer together with nazis 
in a pub is acceptable,” emphasises Krystad. 

Football has long been targeted as a potential recruit- 
ing ground. In April, 40 nazis met after the season's 
opening match at a rented venue in an Oslo suburb. 
Present was the fascist boss, Tore W Tvedt. At 56, Tvedt 
was twice as old as most of the participants and 
appeared to be a father figure to the younger goons. 

The louts who turn up at Valerenga matches are a 
rogue's gallery of Norway's violent and racist extreme 
right. Morten André Sorensen, a founder of Blood and 
Honour’s now almost defunct Norwegian branch, 
attends as do Tore Johann Rasmussen, charged with 
serious assault after a racist incident in Stavanger in 
which two young Africans were stabbed, and Terje 
“Psycho” Sjolie, who has been charged with attempted 
murder after shooting a fellow nazi, the former Viking 
fiihrer, Eirik “Micro” Solheim, four times in an internal 
skirmish. Other nazis spotted at the ground include 
Kim Paulsen and Stefan Trebovitz, both from Oslo. 

While Valerenga is trying to defend its reputation and 
promote solidarity and tolerance, in the best traditions 
of Oslo’s East End, other Norwegian football clubs have 
also been plagued with nazi supporters and racist 
crowd outbursts, such as throwing bananas when black 
players come onto the pitch. Racist remarks have also 
been made by players, causing media outrage and con- 
demnation from other football professionals. 

Valerenga is striving to prove the truth of the club’s 
nickname, “Oslo’s pride”, by giving the nazis and thugs 
a hard time. 
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Top Russian nazi arrested 
From Mina Sodman in St Petersburg 
and Rafal Pankowski in Warsaw 


IGOR SEMENOV, leader of the local branch of the 
Russian Party in Orel, has been arrested by the Russian 
federal security service on charges of spreading nazi 
propaganda. 

During a police raid on his apartment and garage, a 
large number of weapons including explosives, a few 
dozen combat uniforms, hand grenades, weapon 
optics and ammunition were found. As a result, a bat- 
tery of arms charges were added to the offences list. 

Searchlight readers may recall the story of Semenov’s 
arrest (Searchlight No. 274) with four other fascists in 
Orel in 1996, when he was charged with organising the 
double contract killing of Nina Polukarova and her son. 

Semenov, 36, had hoped to pocket a lot of money for 
introducing the killers to people who were angling to 
get Ms Polukarova’s flat. But he proved he was less than 
competent by telling the hit men that, because their 
targets were Jewish, the murder would be a patriotic 
duty. 

After the search of Semenov’s flat that followed his 
1996 arrest, the court was told about the piles of nazi 
brochures, leaflets, symbols discovered there. In fact, 
his home doubled as the local headquarters of Russian 
National Unity (RNE), Russia's biggest nazi paramili- 
tary organisation. 

Semenov’s four partners-in-crime received lengthy 
sentences for the killing, but Semenov himself was 
acquitted and found guilty only of inciting racial 
hatred. He received a two-year sentence but was 
immediately freed, having already served two years in 
detention while awaiting trial. 

A year later, the Orel Justice Department registered 
the local branch of the Russian Party. Semenov, who 
has publicly called on his comrades to arm themselves 
for the “final solution of the Jewish question”, appears 
to have the support of provincial Governor Yegor 
Stroev’s administration. 

During his trial, for example, Orlovskaya Pravda, the 
organ of the local executive, which frequently pub- 
lishes antisemitic articles, openly defended Semenov. 

Despite his conviction, Semenov’s activities have not 
diminished. He has become even more popular among 
fascists and right-wingers and has taken on the aura of 
a hero who has suffered for the truth in a bogus trial. 

Local nazis in Orel do not hide their ambition to 
seize power by military means and make this a crucial 
aspect of their propaganda. During street meetings, 
Semenov and his playmates openly call on people to 
gather weapons and save their energy for the day when 
the “Caucasian and Jewish questions” will “be finally 
settled”. Indeed, in the 1996 raid on Semenov’s flat, the 
police found a list bearing the names and addresses of 
all Jewish inhabitants in the city - targets for death 
squads during a nazi takeover. 

Semenov’s latest stunt, the establishment of the 
Russian Party, was an attempt to appear and sound 
more respectable: “To win power by legal constitu- 
tional means, to participate in the elections,” says a 
party statement. The ploy did not last long. In last 
December’s parliamentary elections, he tried to get 
elected but failed after it was discovered that some of 
the signatures endorsing his candidature were faked. 





Nevertheless, the Orel branch of the Russian Party, 
seemed to work efficiently, Semenov boasted to the 
Ministry of Justice: “We succeeded in making interna- 
tional contacts with representatives of patriotic forces 
fighting Zionism in Germany and USA... We partici- 
pate in developing the youth in the fight against the 
enemies of Russia, Russians and other native peoples 
of Russia.” The “fight” appears to include murder and 
mayhem: two of Semenov’s comrades have been con- 
victed for two different murders and another arrested 
for serious crimes. 

Recently, Semenov abruptly left the Russian Party, 
declaring that he does “not see any sense in wasting 
time and health in working for a crowd... which 
chooses agents of Western influence as its leaders.” His 
decision to quit does not mean that Semenov has given 
up. He has now applied for registration of a new organ- 
isation, the “Youth Patriotic Club — Border guard”. 

This time, hiss aim is to recruit boys aged 14 to 18 
years old. He has invited retired army officers to act as 
instructors. Many of these officers have participated in 





































































































































































































recent military conflicts around Russia and have real 
war experience. The ex-army men may be new, but the 
adult members of Semenov’s new “club” are his old 
RNE and Russian Party acquaintances. 

While Semenov awaits trial again, the director of the 
press service of the local Federal Security Committee 
has emphasised that his ideology will play no role in 
the investigation and that he will be tried like any other 
individual possessing illegal weapons. 

The likely outcome of Semenov’s latest trial is thus 
unclear and may depend on how much is revealed in 
court about his fanatical nazism in the quiet Russian 
city of Orel, famed for the 1943 battle in which the Red 
Army’s victory turned the tide against Hitlerism on the 
Eastern Front. 
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Igor Semenov 
speaking at a 
street meeting 
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September 1980 
Greensboro trial - 
a “disgraceful 
whitewash” 


Once again a federal 
ss undercover agent has been : 
ys exposed as being involved in 

* a violent Ku Klux Klan attack. Searchlight L 

During preliminary hearings BNE Joodership strugele 
at the trial of six Klan and see 
Nazi Party members charged 
with the murder of five left- 
wingers at a demonstration 
in Greensboro last November, 
it was revealed that Bernard 
Butkovich, an agent of the 
Treasury Department’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms, was actually involved in planning the attack. 
For some reason Butkovich is not listed to appear as a 
prosecution witness, and defence lawyers for the Klansmen 
have announced that they intend to call him as part of an 
‘entrapment’ defence. Butkovich had been involved in 
infiltrating a Nazi group, some of whose members participated 
in the murders. Now other Nazis are claiming that Butkovich 
had offered to train members in bomb making, and had 
proposed taking guns to the Greensboro rally. Although he was 
not present at the shooting, he later visited one of the 
arrested Nazis and offered to burn his house down, arguing 
that it would be seen as a revenge attack by the Communist 
Workers’ Party whose members had been murdered at the 
rally. 


September 1990 
Nazi Arsonists 


DIRTY DEEDS __ Strike 


NAZI TWO-PRONGED ATTACK ON JEWISH COMMUNITY. 


Nazis broke into a house 
owned by a self-help 
community housing 
association in Bristol at the 
end of July and set it ablaze 
thinking the three black 
occupants were inside. They 
were in fact visiting a 
relative in hospital and 
escaped injury. 

. Three days later the housing 
FILTHY WORDS association received a letter 
containing nazi and NF 
slogans. It stated in the 
plainest terms that the fire had been a warning to get out. 
Police investigating the fire have not even looked inside the 
house. This lack of interest comes despite the fact that after 
the blaze nazi slogans were daubed on the building. The three 
tenants’ possessions were totally destroyed by the attack. 
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